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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The powerful Myanmar junta has virtually collapsed

in most parts of the country after 76 years since the

country’s independence in 1948. It is unlikely to

recapture the territories lost to the National Unity

Government (NUG) and various insurgent groups in

the country. Peace remains elusive and all the eyes

are on diplomatic talks on Myanmar’s civil war to be

held in Jakarta this week.1

On the other hand, Bangladesh is showing signs of a

potential civil war. Neither the Bangladesh Army nor

the Interim government led by Dr Mohammed Yunus

has full control to run the country. The Interim

Government is seeking  to establish the “Awami

League Free Bangladesh” through proposed

amendment to the International Crimes (Tribunals)

Act, 1973 to ban a political party for up to 10 years

for committing crimes against humanity and genocide2

and the exclusion of  the Awami League led 14-party

alliance from the dialogue on reform process.3

Bangladesh is all set to face war between the pro-

independent forces and the rest.

More pertinently, both State and non-state actors in

these two countries have been engaged in ethnic

cleansing of the communities distinctly different from

the majority i.e. Rohingyas in the Rakhine State

province of Myanmar and non-Muslim indigenous hill

tribes in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHTs) of

Bangladesh. Worse, the Bangladesh Army authorities

have been encouraging the settlement of  the Rohingya

refugees in the three hill districts of  the CHTs, in

particular, Bandarban district both to reduce

indigenous peoples into a minority on their lands and

provide strategic support to the Rohingyas in the

Rakhine state.

The Arakan Army (AA) taking control of  almost the

entire Rakhine State has not necessarily indicated any

resolution of  the Rohingya crisis in the future.  On 5

August 2024, artillery shelling and drone attacks

reportedly killed about 180 Rohingyas, dispelling any

hope for resolution of  the Rohingya crisis in the future

Rakhine State.4

On the other hand, the Bangladesh Army, given the

focus of the international community on the political

conflicts in mainland Bangladesh following the fall

of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina government on 5

August 20245, decided to intensify its attacks on

indigenous peoples of  the CHTs. From 1970s, it had

deployed about one third of  its armed forces in the

CHTs inhabited by about 1% of  the total population

of  the country.6 Furthermore, the military rulers of

the country settled over 400,000 illegal7 plain settlers

from mainland Bangladesh into the CHTs from 1979

to 1983 with the aim to reduce indigenous peoples

into a minority on their own lands.8 The government

of  Bangladesh provided inducement in the form of

free rations and lands grabbed from indigenous

peoples. Even today, the government of  Bangladesh

provides free rations to 24,511 families in Khagrachari

district and 1,486 families in Rangamati district.9 The

support to the illegal settlers’ families in Bandarban

district is directly dealt by the Bangladesh Army given

its strategic interests with the Rakhine state. This

support actually sustains the conflicts in the CHTs.

From 19 September to 1 October 2024, the illegal

plain settlers and Bangladesh Army led organized

assaults on indigenous peoples in Dighinala and

Khagrachari Sadar under Khagrachari district on 19

September, followed by further attacks on Rangamati

Sadar on 20 September 2024 and Khagrachari district

on 1 October 2024 after an illegal settler, Mohammed

Mamun, was murdered by his own community fellows

on 18 September 2024. The Bangladesh Army and

the illegal settlers specifically targeted shops and other

business establishments of indigenous peoples in the

towns. The number of  indigenous people killed in

these attacks could not be confirmed and varied from

four to nine persons. The Rights and Risks Analysis

Group (RRAG) was further provided with a list of  75

indigenous persons  who sustained injuries, and 142
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houses, shops and other business establishments,

properties, Buddhist temples that were looted,

destroyed and set ablaze.10 Following these attacks,

across the CHTs, the hill tribes have effectively been

expelled from the Upazila/Sub District and District

markets dominated by the illegal plain settlers.

Indigenous peoples have been effectively barred from

participation in economic activities in urban areas of

the CHTs because of  the segregation, communal

tensions and the partisan law enforcement agencies

and the administration.

The latest attacks followed the successful ethnic

cleansing of the indigenous Bawm people in

Bandarban district. In October 2022 Bangladesh

Army launched attacks on the Christian Bawms who

belong to the Kuki-Chin-Mizo ethnic group for alleged

links of the Kuki-Chin National Front (KNF) with

the Islamic militants11. Further, in what appears to be

an orchestrated bank robberies at Bandarban in April

2024, Bangladesh Army effectively implicated the

entire Bawm community in the bank robbery cases.

At present, out of the 13,000 Bawm populations in

the CHTs, about 3,500 have already fled to Mizoram

State of India, while about 144 Bawms faced arbitrary

arrest and detention, in addition to 13 Bawms being

extrajudicially executed in the bank robbery cases.12

The entire Bawm populations have been terrorised

and their lands are up for settlement by the illegal

plain settlers and the Rohingyas.

Among all the provinces of Myanmar, only Rakhine

State has international dimension because of the

Rohingya crisis and common ancestry of  the Rakhines

with the indigenous hill tr ibes in the CHTs.

Notwithstanding sub-nationalism among indigenous

peoples, researchers of  the RRAG during their field

visits to the CHTs and Mizoram13 found traction

towards violent extremism, if not rejuvenated

romanticism with the armed movement in the light

of  the fall of  the Myanmar’s powerful junta.

Wider conflicts remain within the realm of

possibilities with the emergence of the Rakhine

province as a proto State on one hand, and the

Bangladesh Army forcing indigenous peoples to the

edges by weeding out indigenous peoples from their

lands and thereafter, implanting Rohingya refugees

and illegal plain settlers. As this report shows, as per

UNHCR data, about 51,868 individual refugees fled

from the camps from December 2018 to December

2019. While in September 2023, Bangladeshi media

reported that more than 300,000 Rohingyas had fled

the refugee camps in six years, this figure appears to

be conservative considering the presence of  over 1.5

million Rohingyas in the country and less than a

million Rohingyas living inside the camps.

Furthermore, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army

(ARSA) and many of the Islamist terror groups openly

operate in Bandarban district.14 The fall of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina is most likely to embolden

these elements. Furthermore, if  past practices of

abandoning refugees by the international community15

are considered, it is likely that support for the Rohingya

refugees will be withdrawn or significantly reduced

in the near future. The explosion of a million plus

Rohingya refugees from the camps at Cox’s Bazaar

will be felt beyond Bangladesh and South Asia.

Chief Adviser to the Interim Government of Bangladesh

Dr Muhammad Yunus has been fueling the conflicts in

the CHTs. Though his government formed six

committees including for drafting of a new Bangladesh

Constitution,16 he washed his hands off  on the CHTs

stating in an interview to the Voice of  America that that

his government cannot resolve the CHTs issue and it

has to be addressed by a new government after the

elections for which the Interim Government has not given

any indication.17 This absolute exclusion of the

indigenous peoples from the current reform process is a

recipe for further conflicts in the future.

The situation in the CHTs has been deteriorating

alarmingly. On 6 October 2024, the Bangladesh

government banned entry of  tourists into the CHTs

from 8 to 31 October citing unidentified “unavoidable

grounds”.18 On 6 October 2024, the indigenous
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Buddhist monks in the CHTs also for the first time in

their history announced their decision to not celebrate

Kathin Chibar Dan, one of the largest annual religious

festivals of the Buddhist community held after rain

retreat of the monks, all over the world.19

Similarly, the attacks against Hindu minorities are

expected to intensify once the election processes are

announced by the Interim Government. Political

violence shall be used to expel the Hindu minorities

just the way murder of Mohammed Mamun by the

settlers has been used to unleash attacks on the

indigenous peoples in the CHTs.  India is expected to

see massive migration of both indigenous peoples and

minorities from Bangladesh, disturbing peace and

security in its volatile North Eastern region.

These peripheries, Rakhine State and the CHTs, seldom

figured in the policies of the international community

relating to Bangladesh or Myanmar. As both

Bangladesh and Myanmar appear unwilling to ensure

national reconciliation and accommodate minorities

and indigenous peoples, the Rakhine State and the

CHTs can become the hotspots of  new conflicts.

The international community has lined up to provide

support to the Interim Government. The funds

committed so far are US$ 199 million for Rohingya

refugees20 and US$ 202 million  for inclusive economic

growth, good governance, social, human, & economic

opportunity, and resilience from the US Agency for

International Development; 21 US$ 2.3 billion to

support reform, flood response, better air quality and

health from the World Bank;22 €12 million for border

security, border management and building human and

institutional capacity from the European Union;23 US$

50 million from the ADB; 24 US$ 5 billion from Islamic

Development Bank for the three years and €1 billion

in the next 10 years including €15 million this year

from Germany.25 Further, US$ 3 billion loan has been

sought from the IMF.26

International community in order to prevent wider

conflicts ought to ensure that Dr Mohammed Yunus’s

government does not follow the act of the junta in

Myanmar with respect to the minorities and

indigenous peoples. While the civil war in Myanmar

makes any intervention beyond humanitarian

assistance difficult, Bangladesh still provides an

opportunity for necessary intervention for conflict

prevention.

The RRAG recommends the following for

interventions with the Government of  Bangladesh:

- Ensure constitutional recognition of the rights of

the indigenous peoples and religious minorities in

the proposed new constitution of Bangladesh;

- Provide constitutional recognition to the CHTs

Regional Council Act, 1998 and Hill District

Council Acts of Khagrachari, Rangamati and

Bandarban districts in the proposed new

constitution of Bangladesh;

- Prohibit settlement of illegal plain settlers and  the

Rohingya refugees into the CHTs of  Bangladesh;

- Stop free food supplies to the illegal settlers

families in the CHTs;

- Provide financial support to the Government of

Bangladesh to repatriate illegal plain settlers settled

in the CHTs in violations of  the CHTs 1900

Regulation to the plain areas;

- Take measures to create conducive conditions for

repatriation of indigenous Bawm refugees with full

dignity, safety and security;

- Extend the mandate of the OHCHR to enable it

to investigate human rights violations on

indigenous peoples  in the CHTs including upon

the Bawm community in Bandarban district from

April 2024 and other indigenous communities in

Khagrachari and Rangamati districts from 19

September to 1 October 2024;

- Establish an office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights in Bangladesh to provide technical

assistance and investigate human rights violations

in the country; and

- Organise an international conference of the

Rohingya refugee recipient countries for resolution

of  the Rohingya crisis.
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2. Ethnicity & religion - the
connections between the
CHTs & the Rakhine State

Indigenous peoples in the Rakhine State and the

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHTs) share the same ethnic

ancestry.

The key ethnic groups in Rakhine State are Rakhine/

Marma, Kamein, Kwe Myi, Daingnet/Chakmas,

Maramagyi, Mru and Thet.

The key ethnic groups in the CHTs are Chakmas/

Daingnet, Rakhine/Marma, Tripuri, Tanchangya, Chak,

Pankho, Mru, Bawm, Lushai, Khyang, and Khumi.

These indigenous communities live on both sides of

the border. Indigenous peoples both in the Rakhine

State and the CHTs predominantly follow Theravada

Buddhism.

3. The intensification of the
conflicts in the CHTs

Though in 1997, the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord

was signed between the Jana Samhati Samiti and the

Government of  Bangladesh, the CHTs continued to

witness low scale intensity, often exacerbated by the

Bangladesh Army to justify its presence in the CHTs.

There are a number of regional political and ethnic

based organizations.

These conflicts have been used by the Bangladesh

Army to consolidate its position over the civilian

governments in Bangladesh. All the civilian

governments gave carte blanche to the military to deal

with the CHTs. In continuation of  the same policy

on the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Dr Yunus, in an

interview to the Voice of  America on 2 October 2024

on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly had

stated:

“We just got here. It’s not right to hope that a problem that

has been there for so long can be solved in a couple of days.

There was a peace accord; it happened after trying for many

years. That accord is not being implemented; whether or not a

new peace accord must be made, our government won’t be able

to accomplish that. Elected governments later on will be able

to take that on”.27

This statement is a dictat of  the Bangladesh Army

which has further decided to carry out its policy to

decimate the indigenous peoples in the CHTs.

3.1. Bangladesh Army’s policy of
occupation through militarization and
implantation of illegal plain settlers in
the CHTs

Following independence of  Bangladesh in 1971, Jana

Samhati Samiti (JSS), a political party of the

indigenous peoples of  the CHTs, collectively

demanded autonomy within Bangladesh. After the

assassination of then Prime Minister Mujibur Rahman

and imposition of  military rule and effective end of

democratic space on 15 August 1975, the JSS went

underground and formed an armed group, Shanti

Bahini, to press demands for autonomy.28

The military rulers of  the government of  Bangladesh

responded to the insurgency through massive

militarisation and implantation of the illegal plain

settlers belonging to the Muslim majority into the

CHTs with the sole aim to reduce the indigenous

peoples into a minority.

The militarisation of  the CHTs is reflected from the

fact that though the CHTs covers only 9% of  the

total territory of the country and inhabited by 1% of

the total population, around one-third of the

Bangladesh army were found to be deployed in the

region in 2012. There are around 400 ar my,

paramilitary and police camps in the CHTs.29 Sub-

section 17 of Section D relating to rehabilitation, general

amnesty and other matters of  the Chittagong Hill Tracts
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Accord signed on 2 December 1997 provided  that

“after signing the agreement between the government and the

Jana Samhati Samiti and immediately after the return of  the

JSS members to normal life all the temporary camps of

military, Ansar and Village Defence Party shall be taken

back to permanent installations except the Border Security

Force (BDR) and permanent cantonments (3 at the 3 District

Hqs. and Alikadam, Ruma and Dighinala) by phases and

with this in view, time limit shall be determined. ….”30

However, this provision of  the CHTs Accord

remained unimplemented and the military continues

to rule the CHTs.

Furthermore, in violation of  the Article 52 of  the

Chittagong Hill Tracts 1900 Regulation that prohibits

settlement of outsiders in the region, President Zia-

ur Rahman had implanted over 400,000 illegal plain

settlers in the CHTs from 1979 to 1983. The plain

settlers were implanted “primarily from the plains

regions of Chittagong and Noakhali in three waves”

with 100,000 settlers being moved during 1979 and

1980, another 100,000 being moved in 1981 and

200,000 more between 1982 and 1983.31 To induce

the illegal plain settlers,  the Government of

Bangladesh had provided free rations and lands after

grabbing from indigenous peoples often by burning

down their villages that saw an exodus of over 70,000

indigenous refugees to India from 1986 to 1997.32

In order to sustain the conflicts with indigenous

peoples, even after the signing of  the 1997 CHTs

Accord, the government of Bangladesh continues to

provide free rations to these illegal settlers to sustain

the conflicts with indigenous peoples. For the Financial

Year 2023-2024, the Ministry of  the CHTs Affairs

sanctioned 30,00181 metric ton of rice and 4097000

of wheat for 24,511 illegal settler families in

Khagrachari district and 1,486 families in Rangamati

district.33 The amount of free rations sanctioned for

the illegal settlers is directly handled by the Bangladesh

Army given the strategic interests.

The CHTs Accord of  1997 did not change the policy

of  the Government military.

3.2 Ethnic cleansing of the Christian
Bawm indigenous peoples in
Bandarban district?

One of the microscopic indigenous peoples in the

CHTs are the indigenous Bawm people who belong

to the Kuki-Chin-Mizo ethnic group who also reside

in Mizoram and Manipur State of India and Chin State

of  Myanmar. The population of  the Bawms in

Bangladesh as per the 2022 census was about 13,193

persons.34 The Bawms reside in 28 villages under

Ruma, Rwngshory and Thanchi Sub-Districts under

Bandarban district.

Out of  the 13,000 Bawms, presently, about 3,500

Bawms have sought shelter in Mizoram State of

India35 while about 144 Bawms are arrested and 13

Bawms were extrajudicially executed in the bank

robbery cases.36 The refugees have been residing at

Khawmawi, Hmunnuam, Bungtlang South,

Nengpuitlang, Hmawngbu, Tuithumnar, Thruitezawl,

Vathuampui, Chamdur, Mautlang, Chamdurtlang and

Parva-III villages under Lawngtlai district of

Mizoram.37

 Bawm refugees in Mizoram
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The first batch of the Kuki-Chin refugees numbering

272 entered Mizoram on 20 November 2022, followed

by 21 people in the second batch and another 15

people (third batch) fled to Lawngtlai district in

December 2022.38

The first batch of the Bawms sought shelter in India

after the Rapid Action Battalion of the Bangladesh

Army launched first crackdown on the KNF allegedly

due to its connections with the Islamist terrorists.39

The “Kuki-Chin National Front (KNF) first emerged

on Facebook around 2021 and its initial posts

expressed grievances against the majority indigenous

communities in the CHTs. The International Work

Group on Indigenous Affairs had reported initial

support of  the Bangladesh Army to the Kuki Chin-

National Development Organization (KNDO), a

development entity. The KNDO soon turned into

KNF and brought itself under the Mizo-Chin-Kuki

(Zo) groups who reside in Manipur and Mizoram in

India and Chin State in Myanmar.40

While Bawms continued to flee to escape human

rights violations, another major group entered

following the crackdown after bank robberies allegedly

by the KNF in Bandarban district on 2 April 2024.

In broad daylight on 2 April 2024, Ruma Branch of

the Sonali Bank was looted and its manager was

kidnapped.41 It was followed by two more robberies

at Thanchi branches of the Sonali Bank and the

Bangladesh Krishi Bank on 3 April 2024.42 The

robberies were committed within the vicinity of the

Bangladesh security forces was recorded on CCTV.

The security forces were therefore able to identify

those involved and the daily, Samakal identified four

accused and further that no woman was involved.43

On 7 April 2024, the Army Chief  General SM

Shafiuddin Ahmed announced the launching of a joint

operation of the intelligence agencies, the Bangladesh

Army, the Border Guard Bangladesh, the RAB, Police

and Ansar against the KNF.44

In this crackdown on indigenous Bawm people, 13

persons were extrajudicially executed while 144

Bawms were arrested. Those executed by the

Bangladesh Army include children and those arrested

include as young as two months old and as old as 72

years. Those arrested included students, school

teachers, pastors, government employees,

businessmen and Jum farmers/ shifting cultivators.

At least 26 Bawm girls and women, including two

pregnant women, were also arrested.45

The entire community has been effectively turned to

accused in a robbery case. The indigenous Bawms are

still fleeing, unable to return to their homes with safety

and dignity. Their areas are open for gradual settlement

by the illegal settlers and the Rohingya refugees.

3.3. Expelling indigenous peoples from
the market economy in Khagrachari
and Rangamati district from 19
September to 1 October 2024

As the international community remained focused on

the developments in the post Sheikh Hasina period

from 5 August 2024, the Bangladesh Army focused

its target on indigenous peoples in Khagrachari and

Rangamati district from 19 September to 1 October

2024.

While hundreds of indigenous peoples were injured,

the RRAG was able to collect the names of  75

Indigenous people who sustained injuries during the

attacks by illegal plain sett lers at Dighinala,

Khagrachari and Rangamati on 19-20 September 2024

and attack at Khagrachari on 1 October 2024. These

included injuries to four Indigenous persons in the

Dighinala attack on 19 September; injuries to 18

Indigenous persons in the Khagrachari attack on 19

September; and injuries to 55 Indigenous persons in

the attack in Rangamati on 20 September.

While about 200 shops were allegedly burnt, RRAG could

gather the list of 142 houses, shops and other business
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establishments, properties and Buddhist temples of

indigenous people were set ablaze, destroyed and looted

by the illegal plain settlers in the attacks at Dighinala on

19 September 2024, Rangamati Sadar on 20 September

2024 and at Khagrachari on 1 October 2024. These

included houses, shops and other business

establishments of 78 Indigenous persons at Dighinala,

and of 24 indigenous people in Rangamati Sadar and 38

indigenous persons at Khagrachari on 1 October 2024.

A protest and a murder:

On 18 September 2024, the indigenous hill tribe

students under the banner of the “Sanghat O Boishamyo

Birodhi Pahari Chhatra Andolan” (Anti Conflict &

Discrimination Tribal Students Movement) organised

“March For Identity” at Khagrachari demanding

constitutional recognition of the identities of

indigenous peoples, inquiry into corruption in the local

councils created for the hill tribes, implementation of

the 1997 CHTs Peace Accord, etc. About 40,000

indigenous peoples, unseen in the history of indigenous

peoples in the region, had participated in the protest.46

Co-incidentally, a settler identified as Muhammad

Mamun was caught by the public while stealing a

motorbike at Khagrachari on 18 September 2024 and

died after he hit an electric pole while trying to flee.

According to the FIR No.19/09/2029 filed by Mukta

Akhter, wife of Muhammad Mamun at the

Khagrachari Police Station, Muhammad Mamun was

abducted by  Md. Shakil, Rafiqul Alam, Didarul Alam

and 10-12 unidentified indigenous persons and plain

settlers. The FIR stated that witness to the murder of

Mamun is one Shahin who was also beaten and was

receiving treatment in the hospital.47

A. Dighinala attacks by the illegal
settlers and Bangladesh Army on 19
September

At around 4.30 pm on 19 September 2024, using the

death of Mamum as an excuse, illegal plain settlers

supported by the Bangladesh Army attacked the

indigenous hill people at Boalkhali market, Dighinala

under Khagrachari district. As the indigenous peoples

ran away in great fear, the illegal settlers began looting

and burning their shops and restaurants at Bottola

and Larma Square.

The attack left ten Jummas wounded, while 190 shops

were burnt to ashes.

When indigenous peoples sought to assist their fellow

brethrens converged near Maini Bridge, they were

prevented by the Bangladesh Army personnel. An eye

witness, Shankar Chakma (name changed) of

Udolbagan village narrated:

“It was almost dark. We were protesting peacefully, although

we had sticks in our hands to defend ourselves from the settlers.

We were confronted by 10-12 army personnel near Maini

Bridge. When they shot a few rounds of  blank shots, many

of the protesters retreated back, except 10-15 of us who

remained where they had been. A few minutes later army

reinforcements came in two vehicles from the direction of

Kobakhali, and they began chasing us. We ran away in every

direction. I hid in a paddy field, but my friend Dhana Ranjan

Chakma was caught. He is also from my village Udolbagan.”

The army tortured him severely, striking him with the

butt of their guns and cutting his lips with their

bayonets. Shankar Chakma further said:

“After beating him, the army dumped Dhana Ranjan

Chakma near the Ashram at a place called Kolabagan.

Four of  us approached there and found him lying on

the ground, naked and unconscious. However, he was

still alive, and we arranged to send him to Dighinala

hospital. He died on the way to the Khagrachari

Hospital.”

The entire attack was pre-planned. Some of the

indigenous persons working in the offices informed

the RRAG that they were asked by the settler friends

to leave the office early as the violence was

expected.
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FIR No.19/09/2029 filed by Mukta Akhter, wife of  Muhammad Mamun at the
Khagrachari Police Station on the murder of Muhammad Mamun
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After looting and burning of their shops and

restaurants at Bottola and Larma Square, indigenous

peoples are scared to return or establish their

businesses in the market places.

B. Khagrachari killings by the
Bangladesh Army on 19 September

As the news on the attacks on indigenous peoples

at Digh inala spread through soc ial media,

indigenous peoples came to protest at Swanirbhor,

Perachara, and Shibmondir on Khagrachari –

Panchari road. At one such protest at Swanirbhor

area, the army opened fire indiscriminately on a

crowd of protesters, killing two and injuring 21

Jummas.

Chanchal Chakma (name changed) of  Dharmapur,

Khagrachari, narrated the incident:

“I went to Swanirbhor at 10:30 p.m. At that time two

military vehicles drove to Shibmondir, but when another

two army vehicles wanted to go to Panchari, they were stopped

at Chinginala. I was among approximately 150 people at

the Contractors’ Building (Tikadar Bhaban). A few yards

away some army personnel were hunkering down at the

District Council Office building. As soon as we shouted

“why attack in Dighinala?” they began shooting at us

indiscriminately.

Some of  us ran away, while some others lay down on the

ground. I ran away to Tapos’ restaurant at Swanirbhor. Some

were hit by bullets. One of them was taken to the other side

of the Chengi River. Another wounded person, a Tripura

boy, was taken first to Loknath Mondir and then to

Khagrachari hospital.”

Two indigenous youth, Mr Junan Chakma, 22 years,

son of Rupayon Chakma of village Juboraj-para,

Dharmapur, Perachara Union and and Mr Rubel

Tripura, 24 years, son of  Gorjon Muni Tripura of

Perachara Union, Khagrachari Sadar Upazila were

shot dead.

C. Rangamati attacks by the illegal
settlers  on 20 September

On 20 September, the “Student Movement Against

Conflict and Discrimination” held a protest march in

Rangamati town against the attacks on indigenous

peoples at Dighinala and Khagrachari. About 2,000

indigenous peoples joined the protest which began at

9:45 a.m. from the Gymnasium area.

Once the protestors reached Banarupa Petrol Pump,

the illegal settlers attacked the indigenous protestors

without any sort of provocation.

Mr Anik Kumar Chakma, a student was beaten to

death.

Indigenous peoples from Rangapani, a suburb of

Rangamati town, wanted to help out those confined,

but the police prevented them from going there.

The attackers vandalized banks and business

installations including Regal Furnisher, Rangamati

Popular Diagnostic Centre, Shevron Diagnostic

Lord Buddha statute destroyed at Jamtala, Khagrachari
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Centre, Hotel Grand Master, Petrol Pump, Rupali

Bank, Pubali Bank, Simanto Bank, Russel Store,

DDN Network, an internet service provider. In

addition, at least one hundred businesses at Banarupa,

Kalindipur, Bijon Sarani, North Kalindipur and

Hospital area suffered damage. The illegal settlers also

attacked the office of  the Chittagong Hill Tracts

Regional Council and set fire to nine vehicles kept in

the garage.

Furthermore, two Buddhist temples – Moitree Vihara

at Kanthaltoli and Ananda Vihara at Tabalchari were

vandalized.

D. Khagrachari attacks by the illegal
settlers on 1 October 2024

On 1 October 2024, Abul Hasnat Mohammad Sohel

Rana, a teacher of Khagrachari Government

Technical School and College was beaten by the

students after he raped a female student of Class VII

belonging to Tripura community at his government

quarter.

Once the girl was found in his room, Sohel Rana

sought to flee and was hit by an auto rickshaw while

trying to escape.

Thereafter, the illegal plain settlers attacked the

indigenous peoples claiming that Sohel Rana was

killed by the hill students. More than a dozen people

were injured, and several houses and shops were

looted and set ablaze. Buddhist idols vandalized in

Pankhaiyapara and Mahajanpara areas in

Khagrachari.48

Sohel Rana was a serial sexual offender. He Rana was

previously accused of attempted rape and molesting

students on at least two occasions. He previously went

to jail on charges of trying to rape a 10th grader student

at Khagrachari. A case was filed against him on 25

February 2021. Prior to this, Rana was a teacher of

Hosenabad Govt Technical School and College in

Doulatpur, Kushtia and was transferred to

Khagrachari after an investigation found that he had

molested a student.49

Prior to his death, in September 2024, the school’s

students protested at the re-appointment of Sohel

Rana, demanding the cancellation of his appointment

and banning of  his entry into the school premises.50

No action was taken leading to another offence.

E. National and international civil
society response

On 20 September 2024, the International Chittagong

Hill Tracts Commission (CHTC) and International

Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA) urged

the Interim Government of  Bangladesh to form a UN-

led Inquiry Committee to investigate the root causes

of the recent violence in Khagrachari and Rangamati

and the role of  the military. In a joint statement, the

CHTC and IWGIA also demanded the withdrawal of

the Executive Order related to ‘Operation Uttoron’

which places civilian administration and law

enforcement in the CHT under military control, and

the removal of all temporary military and security force

camps in CHT, except for the six military bases as

outlined in the 1997 CHT Accord and to take steps

to facilitate the dignified relocation of settlers from

CHT.51

On 20 September 2024, Amnesty International urged

the government of Bangladesh to immediately end

the mob violence, work to prevent further escalation

of violence in the area and address their underlying

causes, including by upholding the obligations under

the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord. It further urged

the Government to carry out a thorough, impartial

and independent investigation into the attacks and

ensure those responsible are held accountable.52

On 24 September 2024, the Minority Rights Group

condemned the renewed violence and hate speech

against indigenous peoples and called on the interim
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government to take immediate action to ensure the

safety and protection of the indigenous peoples in

the CHT, and that the perpetrators of  human rights

violations be brought to justice. MRG also urged the

interim government to comply with the provisions of

international legal standards protecting indigenous

peoples’ rights; to respect and protect the multicultural

heritage of the CHT and of Bangladesh as a whole;

and to take measures to fully implement the provisions

of the CHT Peace Accord.53

On 21 September 2024, forty-five eminent citizens

and rights activists of Bangladesh demanded a fair,

impartial, transparent and high-level investigation into

the violence in Khagrachari and Rangamati and

prompt legal action against those responsible.54

F. The red line drawn by the
Bangladesh Army for the Inquiry
Commission established by the
government

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human

Rights (OHCHR) can investigate only the violations

committed upon the students in mainland Bangladesh

from 1 July to 20 August 202455 and not the violations

being committed upon the indigenous students in the

Chittagong Hill Tracts.

On 21 September 2024, a high-level government

delegation led by Home Affairs Adviser Lieutenant

General (Retired) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury visited

Rangamati and Khagrachari to assess the situation.

The delegation also included CHT Ministry Adviser

Supradip Chakma and Land and Local Government

Minister AF Hasan Arif.56

Thereafter, members of the high-level government

delegation i.e. Adviser on the CHTs Affairs Mr

Supradip Chakma and Advisor on Land and Local

Government Minister AF Hasan Arif met the US

Embassy officials to brief  about the visit to the CHTs.

On 24 September 2024, the US Embassy in Dhaka

while meeting the CHT Ministry Advisor issued a

statement stating that: “We stand in support of  the

Indigenous communities and all Bangladeshis, recognizing their

rich cultural heritage and invaluable contributions to the

nation’s identity. Their rights must be respected and upheld,

ensuring they are free from discrimination, marginalization,

and violence. An inclusive and just society defends the voices

and rights of its most vulnerable populations.”57

On 26 September, the Interim Government appointed

a seven-member inquiry committee headed by

Additional Commissioner (Development) of

Chittagong Division, Mohammad Nurullah Nuri. The

other members include the additional deputy

magistrates of Rangamati, Khagrachari and

Bandarban and three additional superintendents of

police in Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban.58

On 20 September 2024, the Directorate of the Inter-

Services Public Relations (ISPR) of  the Bangladesh

Army had already drawn the conclusion of  the

investigation committee. It stated, “when the procession

(of the Bengali Students’ Council) was passing Boalkhali

bazar in Dighinala, it was set upon by the terrorists from the

UPDF (main), who fired 20-30 rounds of gunshots. Enraged

by this, masses of agitated people set ablaze a few shops at

Boalkhali bazar….. On the morning of  20 September 2024

(Friday), the local people of  Rangamati gathered at

Gymnasium area in Rangamati town under the banner of

the Hill Students’ Movement Against Conflict and

Discrimination, which is supported by the Hill Students’

Council. At that time between 800 to 1,000 agitated people

proceeded to Banarupa area in a procession, and they

vandalized the Banarupa Bazar mosque, Agrani Bank,

Janata Bank, CNG - autorickshaws, motorcycles and set fire

to many shops”.59

The statement of  the ISPR confirms that the

Bangladesh Army personnel were present during the

attacks on indigenous Jumma people but did nothing

to prevent the loss of  lives and damages properties.

Considering the fact that Chief Adviser Dr
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Muhammad Yunus himself  has washed his hands off

on the CHTs in an interview to the Voice of  America

on 2 October 2024,60 it is unlikely that the

investigation ordered by the Government of

Bangladesh can make any headway.

4. Rakhine State: Myanmar’s
only conflict having
international dimensions

That the powerful military junta, Tatmadaw has been

falling apart is well-known. Myanmar faces civil war

across the country and in the main provinces. The

conflicts in Sagaing, Chin and Kachin State are

unlikely to spill over to India. Similarly, the conflicts

in the provinces bordering China are unlikely to spill

over to China, apart from the relationship with the

Chinese.

Rakhine State is the only province which has

international dimension in the form of  the Rohingya

refugees. After spectacular victories, the Arakan Army

controls about 20,000 square kilometers in the

Rakhine State and Chin State.61 It launched the latest

military offensive against Myanmar’s military junta in

Rakhine and southern Chin State on 13 November

2023 as part of the Operation 1027 of the Three

Brotherhood Alliance.  It captured Dong Paik camp

under Rathedaung Township on 13 November 2023,62

Paletwa town, a crucial area for the Indo-Myanmar

Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, on

15 January 2024,63 Pauktaw town, just north of the

state capital Sittwe on 24 January 2024,64  Mrauk-U,

the former capital of  Rakhine’s ancient dynasties on

8 February 2024;65 Myebon Township on 15 February

2024;66 Kyauktaw Township, in northern Rakhine

State, on 13 February 2024,67 Minbya Township, the

last major Junta base on 27 February 2024,68  Ramree

Town in southern Rakhine State on 11 March 2024,69

Ponnagyun, a town located near Sittwe by early March

2024,70 Rathedaung, a major town connecting the

Rakhine capital of Sittwe on 17 March 2024, 71

Buthidaung township in northern Rakhine, a strategic

town near the Bangladesh border, on 18 May 2024,72

Kyeintali town in Gwa Township in southern Rakhine

State on 14 August 2024,73 Thandwe Township after

capturing the Myanmar military’s Maung Shwe Lay

Navy Base on 5 September 202474 while it has

intensified to oust the last junta troops from

Maungdaw.75

The Rohingya issue remains the most delicate,

notwithstanding public grandstanding of the National

Unity Government that Rohingyas would be given

full rights after junta rule.76

4.1 Rohingyas exploding into the
CHTs

For decades, Myanmar has been carrying out ‘textbook

ethnic cleansing’ of  the Rohingyas77 and hundreds of

thousands of  Rohingyas sought refuge mainly in

Bangladesh including the after the genocide in 2017.

Both the Government of Bangladesh and the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

has not been truthful about the number of  Rohingya

refugees into the country.

As per UNHCR, there were 994,124 Rohingya

refugees in the camps as on 31 August 2024.78 This

figure is economical with the truth about the number

of  Rohingyas in the country.

As per the Refugee Relief and Repatriat ion

Commissioner, Ministry of Disaster Management and

Relief, Government of Bangladesh, there were

1,118,576 biometrically documented Rohingya

refugees as on 15 July 2019 and 7,41,841 Rohingyas

who sought refuge from 25 August 2017 to 14 July

2017.79 The UNHCR data further provided that as on

31 July 2019 there were 3,44,188 Rohingya children

below 12 years i.e. those who were not biometrically
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documented for being below 12 years.80  This implies

that there were about 14,62,764 Rohingya refugees

as on 31 July 2019 i.e. 1,118,576 biometrically

documented Rohingya refugees  and  3,44,188

Rohingya children below 12 years.

This needs to be view from the revelation of the

UNHCR before the UN Human Rights Council in

October 2017 that in September 2013, the

Government of Bangladesh for first time

acknowledged the presence of an estimated 300,000-

500,000 “Undocumented Myanmar Nationals” within

Bangladesh territory.81

Despite some 91,000 children being born in Rohingya

refugee camps from August 2017 to August 2019 i.e.

about 45,000 per year,82 Rohingya refugee populations

inside the refugee camps have been reducing as per

the data of the UNHCR. The data of UNHCR shows

that in December 2018, the total Rohingya refugees

in the camps stood at 906,572 persons83 but by

December 2019, it had decreased to 854,704

persons84, indicating a drop of 51,868 individual

refugees in one year.

Repatriation of  the Rohingya refugees to Myanmar

remains an illusion as Myanmar agreed to repatriate

only 9,000 Rohingyas out of  600,000 Rohingya

refugees as i.e. about 1.5% of  the total Rohingyas

under the “Arrangement on the Return of  Displaced Persons

from the Rakhine State” signed by Bangladesh and

Myanmar on 23 November 2017. Out of a list of

about 600,000 Rohingya refugees by March 2020

(including 492,000 Rohingyas whose list was handed

over to Myanmar on 18 March 2020 and lists of

another about 106,000 Rohingyas given in 2018 and

2019), Myanmar agreed to repatriate only 9,000

Rohingyas i.e. about 1.5% of  the total Rohingyas.85

The Rohingyas have been systematically settled in

Bandarban district which borders Rakhine province

with a view to establish the rights and rule of  the

Rohingyas. By February 2009, over 15,000 families

of  the Rohingya refugees had been settled in

Naikhongchhari, Ruma, Lama, Alikadam and Sadar

area of Bandarban district with direct support from

the authorities of the Government of Bangladesh and

there were issued “permanent resident certificate” and

were included in the local voter’s list.86

In the post 2017 period, thousands of  Rohingyas

settled in the three districts of  the CHTs. In September

2023, it was reported that more than 300,000

Rohingyas have fled the refugee camps in six years,

and at least 150,000 of them live in the settlements

in hill area of  Cox’s Bazar town while the remaining

150,000 Rohingyas settled in Teknaf, Ukhiya,

Eidgaon, Ramu and Chakrai upazilas of  Cox’s Bazar

and various upazila of three hill tracts districts –

Bandarban, Khagrachhari and Rangamati.87 This figure

appears to be conservative considering the presence

of  over 1.5 million Rohingyas in the country and less

than a million Rohingyas living inside the camps.

The researchers of  the RRAG during their field visit

in June 2024 were told by local indigenous peoples

that there is no possibility for making distinction

between the Rohingyas and illegal settlers as they

speak the same language and have the same physical

features. However, across Bandarban, the Rohingyas

have settled in thousands and in most plantations in

the district, the Rohingyas are employed.

The artillery shelling and drone attacks that reportedly

killed about 180 Rohingyas88 raise the possibilities of

more conflicts. A number of  Rohingya and Islamic

armed groups openly operate in Bandarban district.

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) and

many of the Islamist terror groups were active in the

region and one ARSA cadre claimed in an interview

to the Deutsche Welle that there were 3,500 ARSA

cadres inside the refugee camps.89  While former Prime

Minister Hasina cracked down on the Islamists, the

Islamists terror groups are most likely to be

emboldened by the new administration.
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5. Expulsion of minorities after
each regime change in
Bangladesh

Regime change in Bangladesh means increased

atrocities and expulsion of  the minorities. The recent

change has not been an exception.

On 12 September 2024, the Prothom Alo had reported

the attacks and damages to at least 1,090 houses,

business establishments and places of worship

belonging to the minority communities between 5 and

20 August 2024 after the fall of  former Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina’s government. The attacks include at

least 1,068 houses and business establishments and

22 places of  worship of  the minorities.90 Dr Yunus

without verification of these attacks sought to blame

on the allegiance of  the Hindus with the Awami

League as if the political affiliation is a justified ground

for unleashing violence.91

The attacks against Hindu minorities are expected to

intensify once the election processes are announced

by the Interim Government. Political violence shall

be used to expel the Hindu minorities just the way

murder of Mohammed Mamun by the settlers has been

used to unleash attacks on the indigenous peoples in

the CHTs.  India is expected to see massive migration

of both indigenous peoples and minorities from

Bangladesh, disturbing peace and security in its

volatile North Eastern region.

While the attacks on the Hindus and their expulsion

to India have been fairly documented, the attacks and

expulsion of Rakhine people from Bangladesh to

Myanmar received little attention.

A fact-finding conducted by a group of citizens of

Bangladesh reported that there were about 100,000

Rakhine people in Patuakhali and Barguna districts in

the first half  of  the 20th century. Their populations

have been reduced to 2,500 in 2015. There were 144

paras (sub-villages) in Barguna and 93 in Patuakhali in

1948, but the number came down to 26 and 13

respectively. The Rakhine community had left for

Myanmar due to oppression and land grabbing by

influential people in the areas. The situation in Barguna

and Patuakhali was the worst.92 The land grabbers did

not even spare places of  worship. There were 19

Buddhist temples in Barguna and Patuakhali but only

one was left at the time of the fact-finding visit during

2015.93 A burial ground, several settlements, ponds and

temples of the Rakhine community were illegally

grabbed by influential people.94 According to the 2011

census, the total population of Patuakhali district was

1,399 persons95 and 1,143 persons in Barguna district.96

It was reported in April 2018 about 50 families

belonging to Marma and Mro tribes of  Bandarban

district of Bangladesh side moved to Rakhine State.97

The emergence of the Rakhine province as a proto

State increases the possibilities for more migration as

the Bangladesh Army weeds out indigenous peoples

by settling Rohingya refugees and illegal plain settlers

including providing free food rations.

Endnotes

1. Indonesia to Host Discussions on Myanmar Conflict: Diplomat,  The Irrawaddy,  5 October 2024,

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/indonesia-to-host-discussions-on-

myanmar-conflict-diplomat.html

2. ICT Act amendment: Draft proposes banning political parties up to 10yrs, The Daily Star, 24

September 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/ict-act-amendment-draft-

proposes-banning-political-parties-10yrs-3710501



18

RIGHTS AND RISKS ANALYSIS GROUP

3. Interim govt begins dialogue with political parties today, Prothom Alo, 5 October 2024, https://

en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/j2h8ksi7e2

4. Seven years after forced mass displacement of  Rohingya from Myanmar, deadly attacks on children

continue in Rakhine State, UNICEF, 24 August 2024, https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/seven-

years-after-forced-mass-displacement-rohingya-myanmar-deadly-attacks-

children#:~:text=On%205%20August%202024%2C%20artillery,they%20attempted%20to%20escape%20hostilities.

5. Euphoria in Bangladesh after PM Sheikh Hasina flees country, BBC,  6 August  2024, https://

www.bbc.com/news/articles/clywww69p2vo

6. Bangladesh: Militarization in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, The Slow Demise of  the Region’s Indigenous

Peoples. IWGIA Report 14, 2012, https://www.iwgia.org/en/resources/publications/308-human-

rights-reports/3076-bangladesh-militarization-in-the-chittagong-hill-tracts-the-slow-demise-of-the-

regions-indigenous-peoples-iwgia-report-14.html

 7. The settlement of  the plains people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts is illegal as Article 52 of  the CHTs

1900 Regulation brought by the British India prohibits settlement of  outsiders. Article 52 of  the

CHTs 1900 Regulation relating to Immigration into the Hill Tracts provides that “a) Save as

hereinafter provided, no person other a Chakma, Mogh or a member of any hill tribe indigenous to the

Chittagong Hill Tracts, the Lushai Hill, the Arakan Hill Tracts, or the State of  Tripura shall enter or

reside within the Chittagong Hill Tracts unless he is in possession of  a permit granted by the Deputy

Commissioner at his discretion. …d) No permit shall be valid for more than twelve months from the

date of  its grant. Every person required by this rule to be in possession of  a permit shall be bound to

produce it on the demand of any Government officer, headman, Karbari or Bazar Chaudhuri, and on

his failure to produce such permit such government officer, headman, Karbari or Bazar Choudhuri

shall arrest him and forward him without delay to the nearest police officer or Magistrate.”

 8. “Life is not Ours”, P. 52, The Report of  the Chittagong Hill Tracts Commission, May 1991, http://

www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0129_Life_is_not_ours_1-108.pdf

9. Please see ANNEX-1 of this report

10. Please see Annex-3 of this report

11. Caught in the Crossfire: The Plight of the Bawm Community and Unveiling the Complex Ties

Between the Bangladesh Military and the Kuki-Chin National Front, International Work Group for

Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), 9 September 2024, https://www.iwgia.org/en/news/5554-caught-

crossifre-bawm-complex-ties-between-bangladesh-military-kuki-chin-national-front.html

 12. Please see ANNEX-2 of this report.

13. The RRAG researchers visited the CHTs and Mizoram in June 2024.

14. Are militants in control of  Rohingya refugee camps?, DW News, 24 September 2019, https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATloYqmHyp0



19

CONFLICTS IN BANGLADESH AND MYANMAR: THE THREAT TO REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

15. International community often left the refugees to fend themselves whether Vietnamese boat people,

Afghan refugees in Pakistan, Bhutanese refugees in Nepal or Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh prior to

2017

16. Govt to form commissions to reform 6 key sectors: Yunus, The Daily Star, 11 September  2024,

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/govt-form-commissions-reform-6-key-sectors-

yunus-3700471

17. ‘Interim govt to decide its term, The Daily Star, 2 October 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/

bangladesh/diplomacy/news/interim-govt-decide-its-term-3717261

 18. Bangladesh restricts tourism in southeastern hills amid unease calmness, The Indian Express, 7

October 2024, https://indianexpress.com/article/news-today/bangladesh-restricts-tourism-in-

southeastern-hills-amid-unease-calmness-9607246/

 19. Bangladesh: Indigenous Buddhist will not celebrate Katin Chibar Dan festival for security concerns,

The Borderlens, 6 October 2024, https://www.borderlens.com/2024/10/06/bangladesh-indigenous-

buddhist-will-not-celebrate-katin-chibar-dan-festival-for-security-concerns/

20 . https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-24-2024-united-states-announces-

nearly-199-million-additional-humanitarian-assistance-rohingya-refugee-crisis

21 . https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-24-2024-united-states-announces-

nearly-199-million-additional-humanitarian-assistance-rohingya-refugee-crisis

22. https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/world-bank-pledges-additional-2-bn-to-support-

critical-reforms-in-b-desh-124091700759_1.html

23. https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/news-stories/news/eu-releases-eu11-million-

emergency-assistance-flood-victims-bangladesh-2024-09-

05_en#:~:text=This%20funding%20complements%20the%20ongoing,assistance%20to%20Bangladesh%20in%202024.

24. https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/0sialip8rf

25. WB commits $2b more in FY25, Islamic Dev Bank $5b in three years, The Business Standard, 17

September 2024, https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/isdb-provide-4b-5b-bangladesh-next-3-years-

under-mcps-943511

 26. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/imf-says-it-is-fully-committed-bangladesh-after-

protests-oust-pm-2024-08-06/

27. ‘Interim govt to decide its term, The Daily Star, 2 October 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/

bangladesh/diplomacy/news/interim-govt-decide-its-term-3717261

 28. “Life is not Ours”, P. 52, The Report of  the Chittagong Hill Tracts Commission, May 1991, http://

www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0129_Life_is_not_ours_1-108.pdf



20

RIGHTS AND RISKS ANALYSIS GROUP

29. Bangladesh: Militarization in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, The  Slow Demise of  the Region’s

Indigenous Peoples. IWGIA Report 14, 2012, https://www.iwgia.org/en/resources/publications/

308-human-rights-reports/3076-bangladesh-militarization-in-the-chittagong-hill-tracts-the-slow-

demise-of-the-regions-indigenous-peoples-iwgia-report-14.html

30. The CHTs Peace Accord can be accessed at at https://peaceaccords.nd.edu/wp-content/accords/

Chittagong_Hill_Tracts_Peace_Accord.pdf

31. “Life is not Ours”, P. 52, The Report of  the Chittagong Hill Tracts Commission, May 1991, http://

www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0129_Life_is_not_ours_1-108.pdf

32. Over 73,000 Jumma refugees fled to India from 1986 to 1992 who returned following signing of the

CHTs Peace Accord by the Government of  Bangladesh and Jana Samhati Samiti. 

33. Please see ANNEX-1 of this report

34. https://www.iwgia.org/en/news/5554-caught-crossifre-bawm-complex-ties-between-bangladesh-

military-kuki-chin-national-front.html

35. As informed to the RRAG researchers during the field visit in June 2024

36. Please see Annex-2 of this report.

37. As informed to the RRAG researchers during the field  visit in June 2024

38. Mizoram: Over 300 Kuki-Chin refugees take shelter in Lawngtlai district, East Mojo, 12 December

2022, https://www.eastmojo.com/mizoram/2022/12/12/mizoram-over-300-kuki-chin-refugees-

take-shelter-in-lawngtlai-district/

39 .https://www.iwgia.org/en/news/5554-caught-crossifre-bawm-complex-ties-between-bangladesh-

military-kuki-chin-national-front.html#_edn81

40 .https://www.iwgia.org/en/news/5554-caught-crossifre-bawm-complex-ties-between-bangladesh-

military-kuki-chin-national-front.html#_edn81

41. https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/robbery-sonali-bank-bandarban-manager-kidnapped-821816

42. https://www.bssnews.net/news/182212

43. https://www.iwgia.org/en/news/5554-caught-crossifre-bawm-complex-ties-between-bangladesh-

military-kuki-chin-national-front.html#_edn81

44. https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/army-leading-joint-operation-against-knf-

3584476

45. Please see Annex-2 of this report



21

CONFLICTS IN BANGLADESH AND MYANMAR: THE THREAT TO REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

46. Renewed Violence in Chittagong Hill Tracts: Bengali Settlers Target Indigenous Jumma Communities,

Cultural Survival, 24 September 2024, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/renewed-violence-

chittagong-hill-tracts-bengali-settlers-target-indigenous-jumma-communities

 47. CHT violence: Two cases filed in Khagrachhari and Rangamati, The Daily Star, 22 September 2024

 48. https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/246661/fresh-sectarian-violence-erupts-in-khagrachari

49. Khagrachhari: Tension runs high after mob kills a teacher, The Daily Star, 2 October 2024, https://

www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/khagrachhari-tension-runs-high-after-

mob-kills-teacher-3717121

50. https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/246661/fresh-sectarian-violence-erupts-in-khagrachari

51. Joint Statement on Violent attacks on Indigenous Jummo People in Bangladesh, 20 September 2024,

https://www.iwgia.org/en/news/5562-joint_statement_attacks.html

52. Amnesty International, 20 September 2024, See https://x.com/amnestysasia/status/

1837114994753687692

53. Bangladesh: MRG condemns renewed violence and hate speech against indigenous peoples, Minority

Group International, 24 September 2024, https://minorityrights.org/bangladesh-mrg-condemns-

renewed-violence-and-hate-speech-against-indigenous-peoples/

54. 45 eminent citizens, rights activists call for probe, prompt legal action for CHT violence, The

Business Standard, 21 September 2024, https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/45-eminent-citizens-

rights-activists-call-probe-prompt-legal-action-cht-violence-946931

55. OHCHR Fact-Finding Team on Bangladesh (FFTB), OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-

bodies/hrc/fft-Bangladesh/

index#:~:text=At%20the%20invitation%20of%20the,July%20to%2015%20August%202024

56. Renewed Violence in Chittagong Hill Tracts: Bengali Settlers Target Indigenous Jumma Communities,

Cultural Survival, 24 September 2024, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/renewed-violence-

chittagong-hill-tracts-bengali-settlers-target-indigenous-jumma-communities

57. See https://bd.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-statement-after-meeting-with-the-cht-advisor/

58 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/governance/news/cht-violence-govt-forms-seven-

member-probe-body-3713776

59 https://ispr.gov.bd/%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%a8-

%e0%a6%aa%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%a4%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af-

%e0%a6%9c%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b2%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%b8%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%82%e0%a6%b9%e0%a7%87-

%e0%a6%89/



22

RIGHTS AND RISKS ANALYSIS GROUP

60. ‘Interim govt to decide its term, The Daily Star, 2 October 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/

bangladesh/diplomacy/news/interim-govt-decide-its-term-3717261

61. https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/339-breaking-away-battle-myanmars-

rakhine-state

62. Myanmar Junta Outposts Fall in Northern Rakhine: Arakan Army, The Irrawaddy, 13 November

2023, https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-outposts-fall-in-northern-rakhine-

arakan-army.html#google_vignette

63. Arakan Army Declares Victory in Paletwa, Myanmar’s Chin State, The Irrawaddy, 15 January 2024,

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/arakan-army-declares-victory-in-paletwa-

myanmars-chin-state.html

64. Arakan Army Captures Key Town From Junta in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, The Irrawaddy, 25 January

2024, https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-captures-key-town-from-junta-in-

myanmars-rakhine-state.html

65. Arakan Army Takes Full Control of  Mrauk-U, Ancient Capital of  Rakhine Dynasties and sinks 3

Naval ships, Burma News International, 9 February 2024, https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/

arakan-army-takes-full-control-mrauk-u-ancient-capital-rakhine-dynasties-and-sinks-3-

naval#:~:text=Business%20NewsArakan%20Army%20Takes%20Full%20Control%20of%20Mrauk%2DU%

2C%20Ancient%20Capital,and%20sinks%203%20Naval%20ships&text=The%

20Three%20Brotherhood%20Alliance%20declared,capital%20of%20Rakhine’s%20ancient%20dynasties

66. AA’s Capture of  Myebon Township - Another Military Triumph, Burma News International, 16

February 2024, https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/aas-capture-myebon-township-another-military-

triumph

67. AA seizes Kyauktaw township, sinks another junta ship in Rakhine State, Myanmar Now, 15 February

2024, https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-seizes-kyauktaw-township-sinks-another-junta-ship-in-

rakhine-state/

68. Arakan Army Claims Control of  Last Major Myanmar Junta Base in Minbya, The Irrawaddy, 28

February 2024, https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/arakan-army-claims-

control-of-last-major-myanmar-junta-base-in-minbya.html

69. AA takes control of  Ramree Town in southern Rakhine State, Mizzima, 15 March 2024, https://

eng.mizzima.com/2024/03/15/8056

70. AA Seizes Ponnagyun, Stepping Stone to Capital of  Myanmar’s Rakhine State, The Irrawaddy, 5

March 2024, https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aa-seizes-ponnagyun-stepping-stone-to-

capital-of-myanmars-rakhine-state.html

71. Arakan Army takes Rathedaung, its eighth town seizure in Rakhine State, Myanmar Now, 18 March

2024, https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-takes-rathedaung-its-eighth-town-seizure-in-

rakhine-state/



23

CONFLICTS IN BANGLADESH AND MYANMAR: THE THREAT TO REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

72. AA Claims Seizure of  Buthidaung Near Bangladesh Border, The Irrawaddy, 18 May 2024, https://

www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/aa-claims-seizure-of-buthidaung-near-bangladesh-

border.html

73. Arakan Army Captures Town in Far South of  Myanmar’s Rakhine State, The Irrawaddy, 15 August

2024, https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/arakan-army-captures-town-in-far-

south-of-myanmars-rakhine-state.html

74. Arakan Army captures junta naval base on Myanmar’s west coast, Myanmar Now, 9 September 2024,

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-captures-junta-naval-base-on-myanmars-west-

coast/

75. Arakan Army intensifies push to oust last Myanmar junta troops from Maungdaw, Myanmar Now, 4

October 2024, https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-intensifies-push-to-oust-last-

myanmar-junta-troops-from-maungdaw/

76. Rohingyas will be given full rights after junta rule: Myanmar’s NUG, The Daily Star, 31 January 2024,

https://www.thedailystar.net/rohingya-influx/news/rohingyas-will-be-given-full-rights-after-junta-

rule-myanmars-nug-3533251

77. Darker and more dangerous: High Commissioner updates the Human Rights Council on human rights

issues in 40 countries, Opening Statement by Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights, Human Rights Council 36th session, 11 September 2017, https://

www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22041

78. Please see Annex 4 of this report

79. Report at a glance, Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commissioner, Government of Bangladesh dated

15 July 2019, http://rrrc.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/rrrc.portal.gov.bd/download/

a35745fe_4119_4d68_ba5c_f91bb0fb392f/Report%20At%20a%20glance%2015-07-2019.pdf

80. Population Factsheet : UNHCR, Bangladesh, Cox’s Bazar- as of  31 July 2019, https://

data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/70585

81. Submission by the United  Nations High Commissioner for Refugees For the Office of  the High

Commissioner for Human Rights’ Compilation Report Universal Periodic Review: 3rd Cycle, 30th

Session, October 2017, https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5b081ec94.pdf

82. Rohingya crisis: Population exploding as 91,000 babies are born in two years, Dhaka Tribune, 29

August 2019, https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2019/08/29/rohingya-

crisis-population-exploding-as-91-000-babies-are-born-in-two-years

83. Please see Annex-7 of this report

84. Please see Annex-8 of this report



24

RIGHTS AND RISKS ANALYSIS GROUP

85. Bangladesh Hands Over List of  492,000 Rohingya to Myanmar, The Irrawaddy, 20 March 2020,

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/bangladesh-hands-list-492000-rohingya-myanmar.html

86. Submission of  the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) Foundation on Human Rights Situation of

the Indigenous Peoples (Adivasi) in Bangladesh to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human

Rights (OHCHR) available at http://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session4/BD/

AIPP_BGD_UPR_S4_2009_AsiaIndigenousPeoplesPactFoundation_upr.pdf

87. Repatriation uncertain, no trace of  300,000 Rohingyas in six years, Prothom Alo, 25 Septmber

2023https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/local-news/g914msshmq

88 Seven years after forced mass displacement of  Rohingya from Myanmar, deadly attacks on children

continue in Rakhine State, UNICEF, 24 August 2024, https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/seven-

years-after-forced-mass-displacement-rohingya-myanmar-deadly-attacks-

children#:~:text=On%205%20August%202024%2C%20artillery,they%20attempted%20to%20escape%20hostilities.

89. Are militants in control of  Rohingya refugee camps?, DW News, 24 September 2019,https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATloYqmHyp0

90. Bangladesh, 5-20 August, Communal violence: 1068 houses and business establishments attacked, 12

September 2024,  https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/97chuvmupe

91. Bangladesh, 5-20 August, Communal violence: 1068 houses and business establishments attacked, 12

September 2024,  https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/97chuvmupe

92. Thousands of  Rakhine people left country, The Daily Star, 2 September 2015, https://

www.thedailystar.net/city/thousands-rakhine-people-left-country-136513?amp

93. Ibid

94. Thousands of Rakhines left Bangladesh, The Daily Star, 30 March 2017, https://

www.thedailystar.net/city/thousands-rakhines-left-bangladesh-1383499

95. Population And Housing Census 2011, Zila Report: Patuakhali, Bangladesh Bureau of  Statistics,

http://203.112.218.65:8008/WebTestApplication/userfiles/Image/PopCenZilz2011/

Zila_Patuakhali.pdf

96. Population And Housing Census 2011, Zila Report: Barguna, Bangladesh Bureau of  Statistics, http://

203.112.218.65:8008/WebTestApplication/userfiles/Image/PopCenZilz2011/Barguna.pdf

97. Buddhists ‘lured’ to settle on Rohingya land, Aljazeera, 18 April 2018, https://www.aljazeera.com/

news/2018/04/buddhists-lured-settle-rohingya-land-180402122106160.html



25

CONFLICTS IN BANGLADESH AND MYANMAR: THE THREAT TO REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

Annex-1: Order of  the government of  Bangladesh dated 01.01.2023 to provide
free food rations to 24,511 settler families in Khagrachari district and 1,486 settler
families in Rangamati district during 2023-2024
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Annex-2: Human rights violations on
indigenous Bawm people after the
Bank robbery in April 2024

These Bawm villages  are (1) Cheihkhiang Para, (2)

Salopi Para, (3) Thingdawlte Para, (4) Sunsawng Para,

(5) Zadiphai Para, (6) Baktlai Para: (7) Simtlangpi

Para, (8) Luangmual Para, (9) Tamlo Para, (10) Bethel

Para, (11) Eden Para, (12) Lairunpi Para, (13) Munlai

Para, (14) Rijuk Para, (15) Munnuam Para (16) Mualpi

Para, (17) Happyhill Para, (18) Eden Road Para,  (19)

Bogalake Para, (20) Darjeeling Para, (21) Zurvarawng

Para, (22)  Arthah Para and (23) Basatlang Para under

Ruma Union; (25) Pankhiang Para, (26) Fiangpidung

Para and (27) Gilgal Para under Rwngshory Union;

and (28) Sajahan Para under Thanchi Union of

Bandarban district.

The information has been provided the Bawm

organizations.

A. Extrajuducial executions of 13
Bawms

Case 1. On 22 April 2024, Lalrem Ruyat Bawm (28),

son of late Lalthuai Thleng Bawm, a Mouza headman

of village of Sang Sung Song-para in Ruma, was killed

by Bangladesh Army in Moonlai-para area in Bandarban

district. The Inter-Services Public Relations directorate

(ISPR) of  Bangladesh Army in a statement claimed to

have killed a terrorist of the Kuki-Chin National Front.1

However, Lalrem Ruyat Bawn, a student of BA

Honours at Bandarban Government College, was on

his way to his village when the security forces detained

him and later shot dead. He was innocent and nothing

to do with the KNF group.2

Case 2. On 28 April 2024, two dead bodies were

found lying on the ground in Baklai area of Remakri

Union under Thanchi Upazila, Bandarban district.

They are believed to have been killed during an anti-

KNF operation carried out by members of the

Bangladesh Army.3 The identities of  the deceased

could not be known.

Case 3. On 23 May 2024, Bhanthangpui Bawm (13),

son of Zarthang Bawm from the village of Bethani-

para, and Noa Bawm (25), son of Phenkhup Bawm

from Sharon-para village, were shot dead by the army

in the ongoing crackdown on the Kuki-Chin National

Front (KNF) in the village of  Sharon-para under Ward

No. 6, Sualok Union in Bandarban Sadar Upazila,

Bandarban district. The two were killed during raid

by a joint force led by the Bangladesh Army at Sharon-

para village in the morning. The security forces opened

fire indiscriminately, killing the two on the spot.

Case 4. On 19 May 2024, three civilians identified as

Adi Thang Bawm (24), son of Bhanmoon Bawm of

village Fiangpidong-para (Rounin-para), Rualsang

Nuam Bawm (23), son of Simkual Bawm, and Rualmin

Lian Bawm (20), son of Jirthon Bawm, were killed by

the Bangladesh Army at at Rounin-para at the border

between Ruma and Rowangchari Upazilas in

Bandarban district. The army claimed that the three

deceased persons were members of KNF and killed

during an operation. However, an inquiry by the HPF

had revealed that no gun battle had taken place

between the Bangladesh Army and the KNF on that

day and that those killed in Rounin-para were actually

13 year School boy Bhanthangpui Bawm extrajudicially executed
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common villagers, who had no connection with the

KNF. All of  them were students, studying in different

colleges in Chittagong. Two of  them, Adi Thang Bawm

and Rualmin Lian Bawm, were also football players.

Case 5. On 7 May 2024, Nimun Bawm (40), owner

of a tourist resort in Darjeeling-para on Keokradong

Mountain, was killed during an anti-KNF operation

by joint forces led by the Bangladesh Army. Army

claimed that Nimun Bawm was a member of the KNF

member and that he was killed in crossfire between

the KNF and the joint forces. However, independent

sources said that the Bangladesh Army soldiers shot

him dead while he was on his way to jhum field.

Case 6. On 2 May 2024, 21 villagers from Paikyong-

para village in RoangchariUpazila, Bandarban district

were detained and later five of them were reportedly

shot dead in cold blood. The deceased were identified

as Peter Bawm, a Karbari or Head of Paikyong-para

and son of  Sunthok Bawm; Lalmin Toluang Bawm

(25); Ramchonha Bawm, son of Laldeng Bawm;

Lalchonsang Bawm, son of Nunkoop Bawm and

Lalremsang Bawm of village Lai-para. Of them, the

body of  Lalmin Toluang Bawm was found. A private

TV, Channel 24, reported the recovery of  a dead body

in Roangchari. His family members identified him and

said he was mentally challenged.

B. Arbitrary arrest and detention of  144
persons

A total of 144 persons were subjected to arbitrary

and detention by the Bangladesh security forces.

Case 1: On 7 April 2024, the joint military forces

arrested five persons including a Bengali car driver and

a Bawm woman at two different locations in Bandarban

district. The arrested persons were identified as

Bhanunon Nuam Bawm of village Rounin-para,

Rowangchari, Jemineu Bawm and Amey Lancheyo

Bawm of Simotlong-para, Thanchi Upazila and their

driver Kafil Uddin of T&T Para, Thanchi. They were

arrested at Raicha check-post in Bandarban Sadar.4

In another incident, the Rapid Action Battalion

arrested Cheochim Bawm (55) from his house in

Sharon-Para, Sualok Union, Bandarban Sadar

Upazila. He is a fruit gardener, although the RAB

claimed him to be the chief  coordinator of  the KNF.

The RAB also took his family members under its

custody.

Case 2: On 8 April 2024, the joint military forces led

by the Bangladesh Army arrested 49 members of  the

ethnic Bawm community, including women from

Bethel-para in Ruma Upazila in Bandarban district.

The arrested persons were identified as 1) Saplian

Thang Bawm (21), son of Lal Moon Sang Bawm; 2)

Rin Sang Bawm (25), son of Nol Khon Bawm; 3)

Saiba Bawm (25), son of Santhiang Bawm; 4) Moon

Thang Lian Bawm (33), son of late Chom Din Bawm;

5) Payung Bawm (44), son of Gun Thiang Bawm; 6)

Tan Lan Dik Bawm (32), son of  Lal Fung Bang Bawm;

7) Jasua Bawm (42), son of Lal Moon Sung Bawm; 8)

Bharo Sang Bawm (32), son of Rem Niar Bawm; 9)

Nol Khon Bawm (55), son of Sang Sing Bawm; 10)

Lal Rong King Bawm (29), son of Lal Min Lian Bawm;

11) Lian Juai Thang Bawm (24), son of  late Sai Yang

Bawm; 12) Lal Ram Tian Bawm (44), son of Sim

Khan Bawm; 13) Lal Nam Lian Bawm (36), son of

Jalian Lal Bawm; 14) Lam Jual Bawm (50), son of

late Sang Khon Bawm; 15) Ram Mang Lian Bawm

Babies and young Bawm murders arrested as accused
in the bank robbery cases
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(17), son of  Jit Sang Bawm; 16) Gilbert Dharma (17),

son of Lal Ram Liam Bawm; 17) Bhan Koyat Moy

Bawm (23), son of  Lal Tuar Bawm; 18) Lal Imanuhol

Bawm (43), son of Jing Al Bawm; 19) Lal Moon Lian

Bawm (28), son of Lal Khan Jhum Bawm; 20) Lal

Thang Pui Bawm (19), son of late Lal Moy Thang

Bawm; 21) James Milton Bawm (34), son of Bohu

Riar Bawm; 22) Rosang Nian Bawm (30), son of Biak

Dhon Bawm; 23) Lal Bowat Lom Bawm (45), son of

Ram Sim Bawm; 24) Lal Din Dhar Bawm (40), son

of Dong Nin Bawm; 25) Jouloon Nang Bawm (45),

son of Cheo Dir Bawm; 26) Rem Dhon Bawm (60),

son of Aung Cheo Bawm; 27) Penal Bawm (60), son

of late Choytim Bawm; 28) Kal Kom Lian Bawm

(55), son of Sapyang Bawm; 29) Lal Raothom Bawm

(37), son of  Lal Jalian Bawm; 30) Tan Lal Som Bawm

(34), son of Rem Nian Bawm; 31) Lal Ruai Bawm

(52), son of Gun Thiang Bawm; 32) Ajing Bawm (20),

wife of Arinoh Bawm; 33) Lal Sing Par Bawm (30),

wife of Alim Bawm; 34) Bhan Rin Kim Bawm (36),

wife of  Tolyang Pui Bawm; 35) Atong Bawm (30),

wife of Palen Bawm; 36) Almon Bawm (22), son of

Sian Khup Bawm; 37) Lal Moon Eng Bawm (19),

son of  Ton Thuai Bawm; 38) Lal Noon Jir Bawm

(34), son of  late Poon Sang Bawm; 39) Melri Bawm

(26), father’s name Jing Alho Bawm; 40) Lal Noon

Bawm (24), father’s name Lom Jual Bawm; 41) Nem

Pen Bawm (38), wife of Sang Lian Bawm; 42)

Elizabeth Bawm (30), wife of Bhan Lal Dik Bawm;

43) Lal Tahakim Bawm (30), father’s name Lal Ton

LianBawm; 44) Partha Joal Bawm (19), father’s name

Lal Ton Lian Bawm; 45) Jing Rol Eng Bawm (32),

father’s name late Chomnin Bawm; 46) Lal Noon Kim

Bawm (25), father’s name Lal Ton Lian Bawm; 47)

Tina Bawm (18), father’s name Lal Ruai Bawm; 48)

Leri Bawm (23), father’s name Lal Nom Sang Bawm;

and 49) Sheuli Bawm (21), father’s name Hlang Khum

Bawm.

Case 3: On 29 April 2024, two Bawm people were

arrested by joint military forces during the crackdown

on the KNF in Ruma and Thanchi sub-districts

(Upazila). Mr. Lal Lian Siam Bawm (57), son of  late

Thon Aloh Bwm was arrested from Bethel-para in

Ruma Upazila, while Bhan Lal Boy Bawm (33), son

of  Jing Toar Bawm from Thanchi. The former is a

Christian pastor.

Case 4: On 11 April 2024, the joint military forces

arrested three villagers from Eden-para in Ruma

Upazila. They were identified as Lalrin Toang Bawm

(20), son of Lacheo Bawm; Bhan Niam Thang Bawm

(37), son of Ungdang Bawm and Bhan Lal Thang

Bawm (45), son of Lal Muan Bawm.

Case 5: On 12 April 2024, four Bawm people were

arrested in two separate operations in Bandarban. The

military joint forces arrested Toar Lian Bawm and

David Bawm from Jairon-para in Ruma, while

Lomthar Bawm of village Chinlung-para and Robert

Bawm of village Hebron-para were arrested from

Balaghata in Bandarban Sadar.

Case 6: On 13 April 2024, at 9:30 pm, the Bangladesh

Army personnel arrested six Bawm students at Raicha

check post in Bandarban Sadar. They were on board

a Shyamoli Paribahan bus en route to Dhaka. The

soldiers halted the bus and arrested them. The arrested

persons were identified as Sang Singmoy Bawm (21),

a student of  Dhaka International University (father’s

name Lal Tin KhumBawm of village Laimi-para); Ms

Ram Jhau Kim Bawm (22), a student of Dhaka Prime

College of  Nursing (father’s name Lal Tin Khum

Bawm of village Laimi-para);  Ms Sari Lalrom Bawm

(15), a student of Gazipur Panjura Girls High School

(father’s name Lal Kim Bawm of  village Laimi-para);

Lal Lian Nuam Bawm (25), a student of European

University of  Bangladesh (father’s name Haolian

Bawm of village Laimi-para); Rouzalian Bawm (17),

a student of  Notre Dem College, Dhaka (father’s

name Bhanrow Bawm of Village Laimi-para); Thomas

Lalram Bawm (17), a student of Saint Gregori High

School and College, Dhaka (father’s name Lal Rin

Sang Bawm of village Balaghata).
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At about 9:40 pm, Lt. Col. Md. Fahad Faisal, Chief

of ASU Bandarban Unit interrogated them at Raicha

army check post, and thereafter they were handed

over to the Bandarban police station. The following

day (14 April), all but European University of

Bangladesh student Lal Lian Nuam Bawm were freed.

Case 7: On 14 April 2024, ten Jummas were arrested

by joint military forces in Bandarban Sadar and Ruma

Upazila. Six of  them belong to Tripura community,

who were briefly detained from Bethani-para village

in Ruma Upazila on suspicion of providing help to

the members of the Kuki-Chin National Front (KNF).

Five of  them were identified as Roti Chandra Tripura

(58), son of  Gangamoni Tripura; Sukanta Tripura

(21), Rokha Chandra Tripura, Abraham Tripura (30)

and Pintu Tripura (30), son of  Shoitoha Tripura. Of

them, Roti Chandra Tripura is the Chief  of  his village,

while his son Sukanta Tripura was a student of  Notre

Dem College in Dhaka. The army after repeated

interrogations regarding the KNF, set them free at

night the same day.

In another incident, the police arrested four Bawm

people from Bandarban Sadar. They were identified

as Lal Roubot Bawm (27), son of Lal Min Saom Bawm

of village Remakri Prangsa; Lal Lom Khar Bawm (31),

son of Lian Juam Bawm of village Kualong; Mithusel

Bawm (25), son of Rual Lai Bawm of village Paindu

Union; and Lal Ruat Lian Bawm (38), son of Ram

Kup Bawm of  village Bandarban Sadar.

Case 8: On 15 April 2024, the police detained

Haolian Bawm, the Karbari or Chief of Laimi-para,

as he went to Bandarban police station to visit his

son, Lal Lian Nuam Bawm, who was detained on 13

April while on his way to Dhaka. Lal Lian Nuam

Bawm was freed after his father was detained.

Case 9: On 16 April 2024, eight youths belonging to

indigenous Tripura community were arrested by the

Bangladesh Army from Dhuppani-Chara in Belaichari

Upazila, Rangamati district. However, the Inter-

Services Public Relations Directorate (ISPR) in a

statement claimed that they were members of the

Kuki-Chin National Front believed to be involved in

the two bank robberies in Lama and Thanchi. The

ISPR statement also claimed that the army had

recovered nine LG guns and 19 rounds of cartridges

from the arrested persons, who were shown in a

picture standing in front of the “recovered guns and

cartridges” lain on a table.5 They were identified as

Birbadu Tripura (30), Gunijon Tripura (50), Birnojoy

Tripura (20), Shimon Tripura (25), Jati Roy Tripura

(41), Village Chief or Karbari of Dhuppanichara

village, Patrick Tripura (26), Jacob Tripura (32) and

Krishna Chandra Tripura. All the arrested persons

were residents of three villages – Dhuppani-chara,

Hatichara and Shepru-para. They were released on

17 April 2024.

Case 10: On 20 April 2024, at 9 pm, three Bawm

women were arrested along with four children, aged

between 1 month and 4 years, from Girja-para in

Ruma Upazila. They were identified as Lal Ruat Phel

Bawm (20), wife of  Sushanta Tripura; Lal Eng Kol

Bawm (26), wife of Lal Choy Sang Bawm and Lal

Noon Pui Bawm (19), daughter of  Lal Toan Lian

Bawm, a student of Ruma Government Sangu

College. All of them were sent to Bandarban prison

along with the children.

Case 11: On 22 April 2024, seven villagers identified

as Bhan Noon Noam Bawm (33); Lal Noon Noam

Bawm (68); Chomlian Bawm (56); Lal David Bawm

(42); Lal Min Bawm (50); Lal Pek Lian Bawm (32);

and Bhan Biak Bawm (23) were arrested by the joint

military forces from Moonlai-para in Ruma Upazila.

Of them, Bhan Noon Noam Bawm is the President

of the Ruma Upazila Branch of the Bangladesh

Chattra League, the student wing of the Bangladesh

Awami League.

Case 12: On 2 May 2024, the joint forces arrested 21

Bawn people including a village chief from Paikyong-
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para in Roangchari Upazila in Bandarban district. The

arrested persons were identified as 1) Peter Bawm,

Chief of Paikyong-para village; 2) Pastor Solemon

Bawm (a Christian preacher); 3) Roal Khum Bawm;

4) Sim Lian Bawm; 5) Lalthakhum Bawm; 6) Lalhum

Lyon Bawm; 7) Sing Min Lyan Bawm; 8) Bhanchonha

Sang Bawm; 9) Thala Muan Bawm; 10) Rual Lyan

Sang Bawm; 11) Mal Som Mo Bawm; 12) Ramchonha

Bawm; 13) Lalhum Ruyat Bawm; 14) Kapmoy Bawm;

15) Lalmin Toluang Bawm; 16) Jonab Johan Bawm;

17) Lalram Pian Bawm; 18) Lalrem Sang Bawm; 19)

Bhanlal Thuai Bawm; 20) Lalchonha Sang Bawm; and

21) not identified. None of them was produced before

a court of  law. While five of  them were reportedly

shot dead later, the rest remained missing.

Case 13: On 5 May 2024, the joint forces arrested a

71-year-old man identified as Sai Khoai Bawm from

Basatlong-para village in Ruma Upazila in Bandarban

district. The next day, at noon, he was produced before

the Chief Judicial Magistrate court in Bandarban, and

the court denied him bail and sent him to prison. Mr.

Bawm was named as one of  the masterminds of  the

Ruma Sonali Bank robbery case.6

Case 14: On 16 May 2024, the personnel of the RAB-

15 arrested Zinkthakim Bawm Akim (17), daughter

of  Siam Thong Bawm, from Laimi-para under Ward

No. 6, Bandarban Sadar Union in Bandarban district.

The RAB claimed that she is the “chief coordinator”

of the women section of the KNF for Bandarban

Sadar-Roangchari zone. On 17 May 2024, the RAB

held a press conference and announced the arrest of

Akim. On 18 May 2024, she was produced before

the Chief Judicial Magistrate court in Bandarban and

the court sent her to jail, after denying her bail.7

Case 15: On 16 May 2024, members of the joint

forces arrested three villagers from Paikyong-para in

Roangchari Upazila, Bandarban district. They were

identified as Lalram Lian Bawm (38); Johan Bawm,

45; and Lalhome Lian Bawm (37). They were residents

of Paikyong-para village. The joint forces accused

them as members of  the KNF. A court in Bandarban

denied them bail and sent them to prison. (Source:

ProthomAlo)

Case 16: On 29 May 2024, the joint forces arrested

Remthang Lian Bawm (37) from Roangchari on

suspicion of being a member of the Kuki-chin

National Front (KNF). Remthang was a resident of

Ward No 1 of  Roangchari Sadar Union, Roangchari

Upazila in Bandarban district. On 30 May, he was

produced before the court in Bandarban, which denied

him bail and ordered his detention.8

Case 17: On 12 and 13 June 2024, nine people were

arrested by the joint forces from Ruma and Roangchari

Upazilas during operation against the Kuki-Chin

National Front (KNF) in Bandarban district. Eight

of  them belong to the Bawm community, while one

is from Lushai community. Three of  the arrestees

identified as Lal Rubal Khup Bawm (50); Johni Lushai

(41); and John Paul Bawm (27) were taken into

custody on 12 June 2024 in Ruma Upazila and were

produced before the Bandarban Chief Judicial

Magistrate’s court the next day. The Court denied

them bail and sent them to prison.

In Roangchari, six people from the Bawm community

were detained on 13 June 2024. They were identified

as Moonkim Lian Bawm (43); Roaley Khum Lian

Bawm (40); Isaac Bawm (38); Kaap Moy Thang

Bawm (34); Royal Lian Sang Bawm (30); and Ram

Chonhaw Sang Bawm (25). All of them were

implicated in case No. 1 registered with the Roangchari

police station and they were sent to Bandarban district

jail. Four of  these six individuals - Roaley Khum Lian

Bawm, Kaap Moy Thang Bawm, Royal Lian Sang

Bawm and Ram Chonhaw Sang Bawm, detained on

13 June 2024 also featured in a list of 21 people who

were arrested by members of  the Bangladesh Army

on 2 May 2024 from the village of Paikyong-para in

Roangchari Upazila. Most of the villagers arrested

on 2 May 2024 remained missing and it is alleged

that five of  them were shot dead by the military.9
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Case 18: On 21 June 2024, the joint forces arrested

three people from Ruma Upazila in Bandarban district

during operation against the Kuki-Chin National Front

(KNF). They were identified as Saang Khum Bawm

(38); Golri Bawm (31); and Jephonia Bawm (19). All

of them belong to the Bawm community and were

residents of  Ward No. 9 in Paindu Union, Ruma

Upazila. On the next day, the arrested persons were

produced before the Chief  Judicial Magistrate’s court

in Bandarban, which denied them bail and they were

remanded to judicial custody.10

(Endnotes)
1. https://www.bd-pratidin.com/first-page/2024/

04/23/986252

2 (https://www.dailyvorerakash.com/national/

2024/04/28/334732)

3 (https://www.dailyvorerakash.com/national/

2024/04/28/334732)

4. Four more arrested over Thanchi bank robberies,

The Daily Star , 8 April 2024, https://

www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-

justice/news/four-more-arrested-over-thanchi-

bank-robberies-3584766

5. https://www.dhakatimes24.com/2024/04/16/

350234

6. https://www.banglanews24.com/national/news/

bd/1325944.details

7. https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/country-

news/2024/05/18/1389052

8. https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/Court/

2024/05/30/1392831

9. https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2024-06-14/

RL3M7wAy

10. https://www.ajkalerkhobor.net/details.php?

id=160991#google_vignette
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Annex-3: Human rights violations
committed on indigenous peoples in
Khagrachari and Rangamati district
from 19 September to 1 October 2024

While hundreds of indigenous peoples were injured,

the RRAG was able to collect the names of  75

Indigenous people who sustained injuries during the

attacks by illegal plain sett lers at Dighinala,

Khagrachari and Rangamati on 19-20 September 2024

and attack at Khagrachari on 1 October 2024. These

included injuries to four Indigenous persons in the

Dighinala attack on 19 September; injuries to 18

Indigenous persons in the Khagrachari attack on 19

September; and injuries to 55 Indigenous persons in

the attack in Rangamati on 20 September.

While about 200 shops were allegedly burnt, RRAG

could gather the list of 142 houses, shops and other

business establishments, properties and Buddhist

temples of indigenous people were set ablaze,

destroyed and looted by the illegal plain settlers in

the attacks at Dighinala on 19 September 2024,

Rangamati Sadar on 20 September 2024 and at

Khagrachari on 1 October 2024. These included

houses, shops and other business establishments of

78 Indigenous persons at Dighinala, and of 24

indigenous people in Rangamati Sadar and 20 persons

at Khagrachari on 1 October 2024.

This data is based on the data collated by the

Khagrachari district administration, Jana Samhati

Samiti and the Humanity Protection Forum.

Death toll higher than official figures?

As per the official figures four indigenous Jummas

were killed and they were identified as (1) Mr Dhana

Ranjan Chakma (52 years), son of Handara Chakma

of Udol Bagan who was beaten to death by the

Bangladesh Army personnel at Dighinala on 19

September 2024; (2) Mr Junan Chakma, 22 years, son

of Rupayon Chakma of village Juboraj-para,

Dharmapur, Perachara Union; (3) Mr Rubel Tripura,

24 years, son of  Gorjon Muni Tripura of  Perachara

Union, Khagrachari Sadar Upazila; and (4) Anik

Kumar Chakma who was killed at Rangamati on 20

September 2024.

Their photographs as provide to the RRAG are given

below:

Furthermore, on the morning of  20 September 2024,

the RRAG was provided photographs of  five

unidentified dead bodies which were lying at

Khagrachari hospital. The photographs of these five

unidentified persons appeared different from those

four identified.

Therefore, actual number of deaths could not be

higher than the official figures of four persons being

killed.

Bangladesh Army is known for grave human rights

violations and denying their involvement. In April

2019 Michael Chakma, disappeared and his family

held a funeral service for him. After the fall of  former

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s government, he was

released after enduring mental and physical torture

during his captivity at Ainaghar operated by the

military intelligence directorate (DGFI).1



33

CONFLICTS IN BANGLADESH AND MYANMAR: THE THREAT TO REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

Anik Chakma beaten to death by settlers at Rangamati on 20.09.2024

Dhana Ranjan Chakma beaten to death by BD Army at Dighinala on 19.09.2024

Junan Chakma shot dead by BD Army at Khagrachari on 19.09.2024

Rubel Tripura shot dead by BD Army at Khagrachari on 19.09.2024

Five unidentified dead bodies lying at Khagrachari Hospital on
20.09.2024 which appear different from the four confirmed deaths

One unidentified tribal dead body at Khagrachari Hospital on 20.09.2024

One unidentified tribal dead body at Khagrachari Hospital on 20.09.2024

One unidentified tribal dead body at Khagrachari Hospital on 20.09.2024

Two unidentified tribal dead bodies including on one the floor at Khagrachari
Hospital on 20.09.2024

Four officially confirmed death
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A. Partial list of  the injured indigenous
persons in Dighinala attack

At least four Indigenous people were injured in the

Dighinala attack by illegal plain settlers on 19

September 2024.

Sl.  

No. 

Name Address 

1 Lenin Chakma (45), son 

of Buddhajoy Chakma 

Kamukya Chara, 

Bowalkhali 2, Dighinala 

2 Kelbin Chakma (Nayan 
Muni) (42), son of late 

Joti Basu Chakma 

Milonpur, Khobakhali, 
Dighinala.  

3 Sabuj Chakma (24), son 

of Arun Shanti Chakma 

Milonpur, Khobakhali, 

Dighinala 

4 Nipan Chakma (Nipu) 

(56), son of late 

Bhupendra Bilash 
Chakma 

Bowalkhali UP, Dighinala.  

 

B. Partial list of  the injured
indigenous persons in Khagrachari
attack

In Khagrachari attack, at least 18 Indigenous people

were injured on 19 September 2024.

1. Jotishar   Tripura, son of Manjit

Ranjan   Tripura of  Chelachara, Perachara Union.

2. Kiran Tripura, son of  Kalenmoy Tripura of

Chelachara, Perachara Union.

3. Sujan Tripura, son of   Sahodeb Tripura of  Gomti,

Gomti Union

4. Sumen Chakma, son of Suresh Chakma of

Doyaram Para, Perachara Union

5. Ripu Tripura,  son  of   Monishar Tripura of  Amrita

Para, Gashbagan, Bhaibon Chara Union

6. Knowledge Chakma, son of Nikunjoy of

Nilakanta para, Perachara, Perachara Union

7. Sohel Chakma, son of Samongal Chakma of

Nilakanta para, Perachara, Perachara Union

8. Anandamoy   Chakma,   son   of   late   Chandra

Kumar Chakma of Nilakanta Para, Perachara,

Perachara Union

9. Proyash Chakma, son of Noyanmoni Chakma of

Nila Kanta Para, Perachara, Perachara Union

10. Shubakkon Chakma, son of Sonchoy Chakma of

Jamtali, Perachara Union

11. Babul  Moni  Chakma,  son  of  Bir  Kumar

Chakma of Singinala, Perachara Union

12. Bijoy Chakma, son of Kanta Chakma of Doyaram

Para, Perachara Union.

13. Kong Chakma, son of late Sadhan Bikash Chakma

of Headman Para, Perachara Union.

14. Klanta Chakma, son of Joy Kumar Chakma of

Paulukya para, Perachara Union

15. Nantu Chakma of Gashbagan, Boropara,

Bhaibonchara Union

16. Manob Tripura of  Gashbagan, Bhaibon chara

Union

17. Babu Chakma of Singinala, Perachara

18. Pragya   Dewan,   son   of    Junan   Dewan of

Marishya, Bagaichari, Rangamati District
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C. Partial list of  the indigenous
persons injured in Rangamati attack

List of 53 Indigenous people were injured in the attack

by illegal settlers in Rangamati on 20 September 2024.
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At least 104 houses, shops and other business

establishments, properties and Buddhist temples of

indigenous people were set ablaze, destroyed and

looted by the illegal plain settlers in the attacks at

Dighinala on 19 September 2024 and Rangamati

Sadar on 20 September 2024. These included houses,

shops and other business establishments of 78

Indigenous persons at Dighinala, and of 24 indigenous

people in Rangamati Sadar.

D. Partial list of  damaged houses,
business establishments and properties
of  Jumma people in attacks in
Rangamati Sadar

In the attack on Rangamati Sadar on 20 September

2024, houses, shops and other business establishments

and properties of 23 indigenous people were set

ablaze, destroyed and looted by the illegal plain

settlers. A Buddhist temple was also vandalized and

its properties looted.

1. Colonel (Retd) Kirtiranjan Chakma, address- Bijan

Sarani, Rangamati. Glasses broken upto 3rd floor.

Amount of  damage- Taka 2 lakhs.

2. Dr. Archit Chakma, address- Bijan Sarani,

Rangamati. Shop looted and vandalized. Amount
of  losses- Taka 10 lakhs.

3. Apu electronics (shop), address- Bijan Sarani,

Rangamati.Glasses of house and shop were
broken.

4. Pingching (shop), owner- Mongpruchine Marma,

Happy Mor, Rangamati, Amount of  loss- Taka
35 lakhs.

5. Ruma store (shop), Bijan Sarani, Rangamati, Shop
vandalized.

6. Deva Prasad Chakma, address- South Kalinidipur,

Rangamati. Loss- Glasses of building upto 3rd

floor were broken, 9 motor cycles burnt and 1
micro car damaged.

7. Rupam Dewan, address- South Kalinidipur,

Rangamati. Damage- windows glass broken
upto 3rd floor of  his building, shop looted and
set on fire.

8. Acheng Rakhine, address- South Kalindipur,

Rangamati. Damage- glasses broken upto 2nd
floor, clothes shop looted and set on fire. Loss
of  amount- around Taka 5 lakhs.

9. Rusel Store, address- Happy Mor, Rangamati.

Looting, arson of shop and storehouse. Loss of
amount- Taka 92 lakhs.

10.Uday Sankar Chakma, address- Happy Mor,

Rangamati, looting and arson of his house.

PROGRASSIVE (NGO) office looted and
vandalized.

11.Dr. Shamal Kanti Chakma, address-

Happy Mor,Rangamati. Arson, looting of 2
shops. 2 houses next to it was set on fire.

12.Nari  Bibartan  (shop),  address-  Happy  Mor,

Rangamati.Looting of Photocopy Machine and
shop and arson.

13.Life Care Pharmacy, address- Banarupa,

Rangamati. Arson on the shop

14.Chevron Diagnostic Centre, Banar upa,

Rangamati. Glasses broken up to 4th floor, staff
beaten, laptop stolen.

15.Lumbini Pharmacy,  Banarupa,  Rangamati,  all
stored medicine looted along with looting of 2
refrigerators, IPS, Battery, Solar looted and
arson.

16.Tea stall of  Suman Chakma, Banar upa,

Rangamati. Looting and arson
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17.Ranjuni Cooling Corner, Katapahar, Banarupa,

Rangamati.Loss of amount- around taka 2
lakhs.

18.Rahul store, looting and vandalisation, loss of
amount- taka 3 lakhs.

19.Irish Hotel, Katapahar, Rangamati. Looting and

arson attack. Loss of amount is around 8 lakhs.

20.Sushanta Tanchangya, Katapahar, Banarupa,

Rangamati. Shop looted and vandalised. Loss of
amount around 3 lakhs.

21.Doyamoy Chakma, Katapahar, Banar upa,

Rangamati. Shop looting and vandalised.

22.Sabita Chakma, Katapahar, Banarupa, Rangamati.

Shop looted and vandalised.

23.Niloy Chakma, Katapahar, Banarupa, Rangamati.

Shop looted and vandalised.

24.Maitri Bihar, Kataltali, Rangamati. Gate
vandalized, 10 Buddha statues looted and
breaking of 5 donation boxes. Broken of
furniture, glasses up to 2nd floor, 25 fans and
looting of 90 thousand taka.

E. Partial list of  shops, business
establishments, properties damaged in
the attack at Dighinala Larma square

During the attack at Larma Square, Dighinala on 19

September 2024, shops and business establishments,

properties of 77 Indigenous persons were set ablaze,

looted and damaged.
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F. Partial list damages to houses, shops and properties of  Jumma people in
attacks in Khagrachari on 19 September and 1 October 2024
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(Endnotes)
1. ‘My family held a funeral for me’: Bangladesh’s ‘disappeared’ emerge from

secret prisons, The Guardian,   15 August 2024, https://www.theguardian.com/

global-development/article/2024/aug/15/bangladesh-sheikh-hasina-michael-

chakma-disappeared.
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Annex-4: Population of  Rohingya refugees in the refugee camps as on August
2024 as per Joint Government of  Bangladesh – UNHCR Population Factsheet
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Annex-5: Information about the Rohingya refugees as on 15 July 2019, Refugee
Relief  and Repatriation Commissioner, Ministry of  Disaster Management and
Relief, Government of  Bangladesh
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Annex-6: Number of  Rohingya refugees as on 31 July 2019, UNHCR
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Annex-7: 906,572 Rohingya refugees in the camps on 31 December 2019,
UNHCR
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Annex-8: 854,704 Rohingya refugees in the camps on 31 December 2018, UNHCR
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