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1. Postscript as prologue: The world is failing to recognise
Noble Laureate Dr Yunus

It took a “textbook example of ethnic cleansing’ of the Rohingyas in Myanmar* for many in the
world to wake up to Noble Laureate Daw Aung San Suu Ky1. Another Noble Laureate Dr
Mohammed Yunus, Chief Advisor of the Interim Government of Bangladesh, who toock oath
on 8 August 2024 ? continues to enjov lafgesse notwithstanding replicating every act of deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina through the mob rule 1e. whims and fancies of the Anti-
Discrimination Student Movement leaders and increased violations of the rights of the
indigenous peoples and rehigious minorities. The indemmty 1ssued by the Bangladesh
Government which barred the law enforcement personnel from arrestmg or fﬂmg cases ag:unst
anvone involved in the July-August uprising® in which atleast 44 policemen were killed* remains
unprecedented and 1s an act not done by Sheikh Hasina!

Gross human rights violations commutted during the first 100 days of Dr Yunus with impumty
as summarized below expose little or no improvement of human rights situation in Bangladesh:

- Criminal cases against at least 2,72 316 persons, mainly political opponents, in 1,598
cases from August to October 2024;

- T:u‘getmg of about 354 J'Durnahsts mcludmg acts of violence agzunst at least 74 ]Gurna]l:sts
criminal cases :Lgamst at least 113 Jou.rnallsts and cancellation of press accreditation of
at least 167 J'ournallsts

- Establishment of cc-mplumt ]udlman' by remov mg five Supreme Court ]ud.ges mclud_mg
the Supreme Court Chief Justice® and 12 High Court judges because of the protests of
the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement:*

- Dissclving the NHRC by forcing all the members to resig;n on 7 November because of
the critical monthly report in October” which were contrary to the Interim Government’s
claims on law and order situation;

- Use of the discredited International War Crimes Tribunal against political opponents in

more than 80 comPlaints of crimes against hmnaluh and geno::id.e filed as of 4 November
2024:°

- Increased attacks on indigenous peoples in the Chuttagong Hill Tracts (CHTs) from 19
September to 1 October 2024 in which at least four indigenous persons were killed, 75



<

oy o RIGHTS AND RISKS ANALYSIS GROUP

"-f

T
"l-..._

indigenous hill people were seriously injured and at least 142 houses, shops and other
business establishments, properties, Buddhist temples were looted, destroved or set
ablaze® on which the report of the government’s Inquiry Commuission has not been
made public as vet;

- Complete “NO” to the implementation of the CHTs Peace Accord by Dr Mohammed

Yunus;*

- Ower 2,000 cases of alleged attacks on the rehglous minorities? dismissed by Dr Yunus
W lrhout any mnestlgancn that the Hindu minorities faced attacks because “there is s1o
clear distinction between Awami League supporters and Hindus; "

- Effective ban on the freedom of association and peaceful assembly by the indigenous
peoples and the religious minorities as shown from the systematic attacks upon
mdlgenm:ls peoples from 19 September to 1 October in the Chlttagcng Hill Tracts
following the “March For Identity™ orgamzed by “Sanghat O Boishantyo Bivodin Pahari
Chhatra Andolan™ (Anti Conflict & Discrimination Tribal Students Movement) at
Khagrachar on 18 September 2024, and registration of a case naming 582 people,

mainly Hindus as accused after acts of violence upon the Hindus on 5 November in the
Hazari Gali area Chittagong;™*

- Continuous use of the draconian Cyber Security Act with 11 cases having been filed
with no signs for repeal of the Act;

- Inde:m_mn 1ssued b1 the Bangladesh Home Mmlstn barnng the law enforcement
Personnel from arresting or filing cases against anvone involved 1n the July-August
uprising ™ in which at least 44 policemen were lﬂl.led ¥and

- Attempt to establish "Awarmi League Free Bangladesh' by banning its students wing,
Chhatra League, as a terrorist organization, excluding the Awami League led 14-party
alliance from any discussion on the proposed reforms and thereby seeking the Awamm
League ban from participation in the elections.

Dr Yunus is still not being questioned despite these gross human rights violations, indeed
repeating everything that was wrong with Hasina’s tenure: political intolerance and exclusion,
silencing press freedom, making judiciary compliant, dissolving the NHRC, using the
International War Crimes Tribunal, the Cyber Security Act and sedition against political
opponents etc. In fact, under Dr Yunus there have been more attacks on indigenous peoples
and the religious minorities. What 1s more worrving 1s the mob-rule: Dr Tunus’s Interim
Government using the students to justify all the illegal and unconstitutional acts including to
remain 1n power as long as he wishes.

As late as 14 November, Dr Tunus reiterated that elections will be held only after reforms.*”
These reforms can take months or vears, and he can remain in power even though these
reforms can be effactiv el‘r. re]ecte-d ]:'_'-‘L the next elected government.
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And none can question these proposed reform measures or delay in holding elections because
of the fear of the mob. Even the main political party, Bangladesh National Party, has been
hesitant to be not seen as against the students. The Jamaat-e-Tslarm has become the kev support
system for Dr Yunus’s government. By banning the Chhatra League, the student’s wing of the
Awami League, as a terrorist organization'® and burning down the headquarters of the Jativa
Party, an ally of the Awami League, on the night of 31 October’® with impunity, the Interim
Government appears to have chosen the path of no return.

Dr Yunus appears to have squandered the opportunity for establishing genuine democracy in
Bangladesh through national reconciliation. If the international mﬂummitj.' contimies to support
so-called reforms for the sake of support without taking into account the basic fact that wide

ranging reforms being undertaken need not be acceptable to the next elected government,
Bangladesh 1s bound to fail.

Therefore, the recommendations of the UN High Commussioner for Human Rights to allow
his office to be established in Bangladesh to support the “transition process™ including by “offering
advice on legal, institutional, economic and social veforms, transitional justice, veconciliation,
and healing” * remain critical.

It is abundantly clear that on the issue of addressing human rights violations during the first
100 davs, the UN High Commussioner for Human Rights Mr Volker Turk® and the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights appeared to have been more assertive and
upfront than many international NGOs monitoring the situation in Bangladesh. This does not
bode well for Bangladesh.

2. Political repression continues unabated: Cases filed
against 2,71,587 persons from 5 August to 31 October 2024

“Tt is key that criminal cases ave not filed against individuals solely on the basis of theiv previous

political affiliation, including members or supporters of Awami League.”- UN High
Commussioner for Human Rights Volker Turk in his concluding remarks after official
visit to Bangladesh on 30 October 2024.

Dr Mcohammed Yunus led government has surfaced the track records of all Previx::us governments
to file cases agai_ﬂst Politica.l opponents in the first 100 days.

Criminal cases have been filed against at least 2,72, 316 persons, mainly political opponents, in
1,598 cases from August to October 2024. These include cases filed against 57,727 identified

accused and 2,14 589 unknown accused persons. In August, about 268 cases were filed against
194,819 persons, including 26,264 named accused and about 1,68,555 unknown accused.™

5
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In September, 238 cases were filed against 49,518 persons, including 19,283 named accused
and 30,235 unnamed accused. In October, 1,092 cases were filed against 27,979 persons,
including 12,180 named persons and 15,799 unknown persons.”* The filing of politically
motivated cases continues unabated.

Hundreds of political leaders have been arrested in the cases. Most of these arrests are arbitrary
and fall within “Categcrv III* of arbitrary detention as defined by the UN Working Grc:up
on Arbitrary Detention 1.e. *When the ‘total or Jpemi RON-0bSErVANCE of the international
novmis velating to the vight to a fadr trial, spelled out in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and in the relevant international instruments accepted by the States concevned, is of such
gravity as to give the deprivation of liberty an arbitrary character™.”

The cases filed are not aimed to establish accountability for crimes but to throttle democratic
space for all those associated with the Awam Leegue led 14-Partv alliance. The absolute
political intolerance is reflected from the burning down of the headquartere of the Jativa
Party, formed by late President Hussain Muhammad Ershad on the night of 31 October
2024 at Kakrail area, the heart of the capltal Dhaka.**

According to data released by the Police Headquarters (PHQ), at least 1,474 cases were filed
nationwide in connection with the violence that occurred in Julv-August. These cases were
filed between 6 August and 25 September. In these 1,474 cases, a total of 92,486 people,
including former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, ex-ministers, political leaders, and police
personnel, were imphcated, mostly inwv c:l\']ng murder charges. Fu.rrher the PHQ data shows
that only 779 people were arrested between 5 August and 25 September 25 1n the July-August
violence cases. According to PHQ data, a total of 1,174 cases were filed against 390 former
rmumsters, MPs, advisers to the prime mimster, and city corporation mavors from 6 August 6
to 25 September. Among the accused, 59 individuals, including former ministers, state ministers,

and advisers to Hasina, were arrested.””

The former premier herself is facing the highest 220 cases. Her sister, Sheikh Rehana 1s
implicated 1n 22 cases, son Sajeeb Wazed Jov in 19, daughter Saima Wazed Putul in four, and
nephew Radwan Mupb Sldd.l.q Bebb‘u In one. Among former cabinet members, home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan is facmg the second- h.l_ghest total of 199 cases, followed bv road transport
and bridges minister Obaidul Quader with 169, foreign minmister Hasan Mahmud with 72,
and law minmister Anisul Huq with 59. AL presidium member Jahangir Kabir Nanak has beer.l
accused 1n 41 cases, while former adviser on private industry and investment Salman F Rahman
faces 24. Other notable figures facing lawsuits include Mohammad A Arafat, former state
muimster for information and broadcasting, with 54 cases; Zunaid Ahmed Palak, former state
minister for Pposts, telecommunications, and IT with 44; and AKM Shamim Osman former
Naray angan] 4 lawmaker, with 41. Sheikh Fazle Noor TePesh the former mavor of Dhaka
South City Corporation, 1s facing 38 lawsuits, and former Dhaka North City Corporation
mavor Md Anqul Islam has 20 agzu.nst him. Chhatra League President Saddam Hossain and
Secreten Sheikh Wali Asif Inan have been lmp]_leated mn 31 and 30 cases reepectn ely. Shahriar
Kabir, fe-rrner president of Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committes, has been accused in
nine cases.”
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Additionally, around 300 cases have been filed against 449 current and former police officials.
Of them, 17 individuals, including two former inspectors general of police, have been arrested
so far. Of the lawswits, 136 were filed against four former IGPs, 182 against 16 former additional
Inspector General of Police (IGPs), 25 against four additional IGPs, 23 against six former
deputy inspectors general (DIG), 140 against seven serving DIGs, 197 against 26 serving
additional DIGs, and 97 against 42 serving SPs.

After the filing of these cases, many police officials have gone into liding, and some left the
country, according to sources 1n the police force.

It has become a fashion 1n Bangladesh to file cases against hundreds of unnamed persons in
one cornplai_nt to persecute the pc-]itic:a.l opponents:

- On 1 September, a case was filed against former prime minister Sheikh Hasina
and former road transport and bridges minister Obaidul Quader 1n Gazipur
in connection with the killing of Md Kabir, son of Abdur Rahman on 5 August.
Kabir’s mother Jamila Khatun lodged the case against Hasina, Quader and 84
named and 400/500 unidentified people.®®

- On 1 September, a case was filed against Sheikh Hasina, former Law Minister
Shafique Ahmed, former Attorney General AM Amin Uddin, Supreme Court
lawver Tania Amir and 293 others in connection with the death of student
Imran Hossain at Kutubkhali in Jatrabari area on 5 August. Victim’s mother
Kohinur Akhter filed the case against the accused with Jatrabari Police Station.
Former Deputy Attornev General Motaher Hossain Sazu, prosecutors of
International Crimes Tribunal Muklesur Rahman Badal and Sved Haider All,
former information adviser to the former Prime Mimister Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, president of Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee Shahrivar
Kabir, Chief Executive Officer and Editor of Ekattor TV Mozammel Haque

Babu and senior journalist Monjurul Ahsan Bulbul were among the accused.®

- On 1 September, a murder case was filed against Nasir Uddin, Chairman of the
private TV channel MyTV] his son, content creator Tawiid Afridi, Sheikh Hasina
and 25 others at Jatrabari police station bv one Md Zainal Abedin. Sheikh Hasina
was named as the main accused, former Minister Obaidul Quader as the second
accused and former IGP Abdullah Al Mamun as third accused. Tawlid Afridi 1s
listed as the 11th accused, while his father, Nasir Uddin Sathy, 1s the 22, A total
of 25 people were named as accused in this murder case, in addibion to 150
unidentified individuals.*

- On 2 September, the Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court ordered the
acceptance of a murder case filed by the family of 15-vear-old Chabid Hossain,
who was shot in the head by police on 5 August during a protest. The case
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names 75 individuals, including former minister of Road Transport and Bridges
Obaidul Quader, senior police officers, and members of the Awami League
and 1ts affiliates.

On 2 September, one Abu Bakar, who claims to be the Convener of Ward 63
Jativatabadi Sramik Dal, filed two cases with Jatrabari police station in

connection with the deaths of Sakib Hasan (22) and Jahangir Alam (50) on
18 an 19 July. The same 442 persons were accused in both the cases.
Interestingly, the complainant, Bakar 1s not related to either of the victims and
filed the cases without informing the families. Members of Sakib and Jahangir’s
families were surprised when thev were informed of the cases. Former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina former ministers - Obaidul Quader, Amir Hossain
Amu, Hasan Mahmud, Asaduzzaman Khan, Dipu Moni, former inspectors
general of police AKM Shahidul Hoque, Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun
were among the accused. Most of the other accused were leaders and activists
of the Awami League, particularly from the Jatrabari, Demra, and Kadamtali

areas.®®

On 2 September, a case was flled in Kishoreganj under Pakundia Upazla against
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and former road transport and bridges
minister Obaidul Quader 1n Gazipur in connection with the killing of Shifat
Ulla on 5 August. This case was filed by Sifat’s father Hafez Maulana
Nuruzzaman accusing 42 named, including Hasina and Quader, and 150/200
unidentified people.®*

On 4 September, a case was filed against Sheikh Hasina and 26 others in
connection with the death of Amir Hossain, a resident of Paschim Rampura
in Dhaka on 19 July during the quota reform movement. Victim’s wife Anni
filed the case with the Court of Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Afnan Sumi.
Former Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan, Awami League General Secretary
Obaidul Quader and several leaders and activists of Awami League and its
front orgamisations were among the accused in the case.™

On 4 September, one Mohammad Mahmudul Hasan filed a case at Feni Model
police station against Sheikh Hasina, Obaidul Quader and Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal for the killing of his brother Mahbubul Hasan Masum in the Mohipal
area during the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement. A total of 162 people

were named 1n the case while 500 others were made unnamed accused.3®

On 5 September, a case was flled against former Awami League lawmaker

from Gazipur—4 constituency ( Kapaﬁia} Simesn Hussain Fimi and 31 others
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for allegedly attacking students in Gazipur on 4 August during the mass
protests. Sajidul Islam, father of Sagar who was stabbed during the protest,
filed the case with Kapasia Police Station. Besides, 60 unidentified people
were made accused 1n the case.®”

- On 6 September, a case was filed at Feni Model police station, by one Ashia
Begum of Momin Tailor of Fatehpur area in Sharshdi union of Sadar upazila
against the killing her husband Zafar Ahmad during the Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement on 5 August in the jail road of the district town. With
former MF of Feni-3 constituency Lt General (Retd.) Masud Uddin

Chowdhury as the main accused, 205 people were named and 150 others

were made unnamed accused in the case.®®

- As on 7 September, in Feni district alone, a total of eight murder cases were
registered against 3037 people, including ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Awami League (AL) General Secretary Obaidul Quader, for killing nine
people during the anti-discrimination student movement in the district.
According to Feni police station authorities, 301 people were charged in the
Shihab murder case, 305 people in the Shravan murder case, 334 people in
the Masud murder case, 465 people in the Sabuj murder case, 371 people in
the Sakib murder case and 244 people in another murder case.”

- On 9 September, two cases were flled against 154 persons including Sheikh
Hasina for the deaths of two people during the student-led mass protests in
Dhaka’s Jatrabari on 18 July and 5 August. In the first case, Hasina and 118
others were charged in the death of 38-year-old Md Wasim Sheikh on 18 July.
Md Zahid Hossain, the victim’s brother, filed the case with the court of Dhaka
Metropolitan Magistrate Md Saddam Hossain, which directed the officer-in-
charge of Jatrabari Police Station to register it as a first information report
(FIR.). The other case was filed against Sheikh Hasina, her sister Sheikh Rehana,
son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, daughter Saima Wazed Putul and 33 others over the
death of 14-year-old Md Mahmudul Hasan Jov during the quota reform
movement in Jatrabari area on 5 August. Md Robiul Awal, a well-wisher of
the victim’s family, filed the case with the same court.*

- On 11 September, a murder case was filed against 422 individuals, including
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 1n connection with the death of rickshaw
puller Abdul Mannan in Bogra. The case was filed by Abdul Mannan’s son,
Rana Hamid at Bogra Sadar police station. According to the plaintiff’s
statement, Abdul Mannan was shot dead during a student movement at the
Baragola traffic junction in Bogra on 4 August. In the case, Sheikh Hasina
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and Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader were named as those
who ordered the incident.**

On 11 September, a case was filed against former Member of Parliament
Barrnster Syed Savedul Haque Suman and 97 others on the charges of attacking
students and the public during the student movement in Habiganj. The case
was flled at Chunarghat police station 1n Habiganj by Md Mostafizur Rahman
from Noagaon in Habigan]. Another 150 to 200 unknown individuals were
accused 1n the case. According to the complaint, on 16 July students and the
public gathered at Shavestagan)’s new bridge roundabout on the Dhaka-Svlhet
highway during the student movement. Around 4:30pm that day, under the
mnstructions of former MP for Habiganj-4, Savedul Haque Suman, a group of
people attacked the protesters. The accused assaulted the leaders and activists
of the anfti-discrimination student movement with local weapons, resulting in

numerous injuries. During the movement, under Barrister Suman’s instructions,
accused Manik Sarkar attacked Aliur Rahman from Borgaon village with a
machete. Another accused, Kabir Mia Khandaker, severely beat the complainant
with a rod, causing serious injuries. Other accused individuals also violently
attacked the protesting students and public with weapons.**

On 2 October 2024, 1n three separate cases more than 500 activists of the Awarm
League (AL) and its affiliated organization were accused for vote fraud, anarchy,
and attacks on BNTF leaders and activists of the anti-discrimination student
movement.*

On 8 October a case was filed against former MP Abdur Rahman Bodi, his
wife Shahin Akhtar 70 other named individuals and an additional 300-400
unnamed persons on charges of attempted murder, shooting, damaging
property and issuing death threats. Md Rafique, a local leader of the Jubo Dal,
filed the case with the Teknaf Model police station. According to the case
document, on 4 August during the anti-discrimination student movement,
under the leadership and incitement of former MP Abdur Rahman Bodi and
his wife Shaheen Akhtar, the accused opened fire indiscriminately with firearms
and sharp weapons, aiming to kill the protesting students. Among the notable
accused include Nurul Bashar, President of the Upazila Awami League, Nurul
Alam, President of the Upazila Youth League and former Upazila Chairman,
Acting General Secretary Fazlul Kabir, Volunteer League President Sarwar
Alam_ and other local leaders such as Nur Hossain, Rashed Mahmud Ali, and
Amzad Hossain Khokon. Mumicipal Youth League leaders Rezaul Karim,
Mohammad Abdullah, Mujibur Rahman, and Upazila Student League

President Saiful Tslam Munna and General Secretarvy Nurul Mostafa. Earlier

10
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on 20 August former MP Abdur Rahman Bodi was arrested bv RAB in
Chittagong.**

- On 9 October, a case was filed against 251 persons, i_ncluding Alauddin Ahmed
Chowdhury Nasim, the former MP of the Feni-1 consumencf. and ex-Protocol
Officer of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, as the prl_me accused, seven
vears after the attack on BNT Chairperson Khaleda Zia’s motorcade in
Chhagalnaiva, Feni. Additionally, 150-200 unidentified people were also
charged. The case was filed by Sultan Mohammad Sikandar Bhutto, former
Finance Secretary of the Chhagalnaiva upazila unit of BNT, at Chhagalnaiya
police station. According to the case statement, on 28 October 2017 during
Khaleda Z1a’s trip to Cox’s Bazar to visit Rohingva refugee camps and distribute

relief, her motorcade was attacked by Awami League activists at Muhurigan)

on the Dhaka-Chattogram highwav.*

- On 17 October, an attempted murder case was filed against noted Supreme
Court Lawver ZI Khan Panna over injuring a vouth during the mass student-
led protests. One Md Baker filed the case with Khilgaon police station, accusing
180 persons including Panna on charge of shooting his son Ahadul Islam on
19 Julv. According to the case statement, Ahadul and other protesters were
demonstrating near Meradia Bazar when numerous named defendants, along
with unidentified members of the BGB, police personnel and Awami League
leaders and activists allegedly opened fire at the instigation of other accused
individuals. Other accused in the case include Obaidul Quader, Asaduzzaman
Khan and current Director General of the BGB, Major General Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui. ZI Khan Panna condemned Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus over his “reset button” comment and for filing cases that
broadly accuse individuals of murder. He argued that these cases are designed

to intimidate people, hindering the pursuit of justice for the victims.*®

- On 21 October 2024 activists of the Anti-Discrimination Students Movement in
Dhaka filed a case with Shahbagh Police Station, Dhaka against former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina as the prime accused, 391 other named people and around
1,000 unnamed people, including leaders and activists from the Chhatra League,
Awami League and Jubo League in connection with the July 15 attack on the
quota reform protesters at Dhaka University.*

- On 21 October, a case was filed against Sheikh Hasina and 236 others at
Jatrabari Police Station in Dhaka in connection with the shooting death of
Abdul Hannan, a Labour Partv activist. The case was filed at the Dhaka
Metropolitan Magistrate Court by Dipukul Islam Dipu, the brother-in-law of

11
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the deceased. Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Al Haider recorded the

plaintiff’s statement and instructed the Jatrabari police station to register the
case as an official complaint. Apart from Sheikh Hasina, other identified accused
included Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader, former Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal former Member of Parliament Moshiur
Rahman Mollah Sajal and Shamim Osman. As per the case, on the afternocon

of 5 August during an anti-discrimination protest march near Jatrabari Police
Station, Abdul Hannan was shot in the head and died instantly.*

On 18 October, a case was filed with the Rampura police station in Dhaka in
the kilhing of Sohan Shah, 30, in the capital’s Shahbagh during the student
movement against discrimination. According to the case statement, a total 57
people were made accused and some 200-300 people were mentioned as
unidentified accused persons.**

On 27 October, a new case was registered at Shahbagh Police Station against
220 people 1n connection with the attack on students at Dhaka Umiversity on
15 July. The case was filed by Anti-discrimination Student Movement
Coordinator Arman Hossain. It lists an additional 150 to 200 umdentified
suspects. Among those named were leaders of Chhatra League President
Saddam Hossain, General Secretary Sheikh Wali Asif Inan, Dhaka Umiversity
BCL TPresident "»-Iazhaml Kabir Sh;n on, DU BCL General Secretary Tanveer
Hasan Saikat, Dhaka South BCL Pre51dent Rapibul Islam Bappi, Dhaka South
BCL General Secretary Sajal Kundu, and Dhaka North Chhatra League
President Riaz Mahmud.®®

On 29 October, a case was filed at the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s (CMM)
court in Dhaka by Mohammad Zaman Hossain Khan, a former leader of the
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal, student wing of BNT against 196 people 1n

connection with attempts to murder by indiscriminately firing at protestors
during the students’ movement. The accused included Sheikh Hasina, Sheikh

Rehana, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, 53 former secretaries, among others.*

For example, ZI Khan Panna, senior Supreme Court lawver and chairperson of the human
rights orgamzation Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), was involved in the legal struggle for students’
legitimate demands and against their leaders’ arrests was implicated in a n attempted murder
case in which complainant, Mohammad Baker, a 52-year-old vegetable vendor in the Banasree
area stated that he did not know the accused. Baker filed the case, in connection with an
attempt to kill his son Ahadul Islam, 25, by shooting, at Khilgaon police station on October
17, naming Panna as an accused. Baker later clarified that he did not know how Panna’s name
had appeared in the list of accused and requested the police to relieve the lawver from the

12
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On the murder of Abdul Motahb, 14 vears, from Moneshwar Govt Primarv School after being
shot on 4 August at Jigatola, Dhaka_ his father, Abdul Matin, filed a murder case at Dhanmondi
police station on 26 August against 20 accused. In the same case, Hazaribagh police registered
murder case per court orders pursuant to the complaint filed by one Sheikh Md Masum Billah
against victim Abdul Motaleb Munna, aged 12. The victim had no connection to the complainant
- Motalib hailed from Begumgan), Noakhali, Masum hails from Ulpur, Kurigram. Matin’s
complaint named 177 accused, including former minister Shajahan Khan, later arrested by the
police 1n the same case! This reflects the status of the police and the courts. 3

Similarly, in the killing of Mirajul Islam, 21 vears, by police firing on 5 August on the Dhaka-
Chittagong lighway, his father, Abdus Salam_ filed a murder case at Jatraban police station on
28 August 28 accusing 40 people, all from his home district of Lalmonirhat, most of whom
are assoclated with the Awami League, as well as 300 unnamed individuals. Salam, who 1s a
CNG-run auto rickshaw driver, could not justify why so many from his district were on the list
of accused but said they were connected to local and national politics. ¥

Most of these arrests are arbitrary and fall within “Category III® of arbitrary detention as
defined by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 1.e. “When the total or partial
non-observance of the international novms velating to the right to a fair trial, spelled out in the
Universal Declavation of Human Rights and in the relevant international instruments accepted
by the States concerned, is of such gravity as to give the deprivation of liberty an arbitrary
character® s

3. Deterioration of press freedom

After the fall of Hasina Government media freedom has increased but only for the opponents
of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

During the first 100 days of Dr Yunus, about 354 journalists were targeted including acts of
violence against at least 74 journalists, criminal cases against at least 113 journalists and
cancellation of press accreditation of at least 167 journalists.

3.1 Cases against journalists

From 5 August to 31 October 2024, at least 74 journalists face acts of violence, at least 113
journalists faced prosecution in 18 cases and while the government revoked press accreditation
of at least 217 journalists for their alleged inks with the previous government including 20
journalists on 29 October,™ 30 journalists on 3 November,* and 167 journalists on 7

November.*®
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In August, 37 journalists faced violence such as torture, assault, threats and harassment in 14
incidents® while eight cases were lodged against journalists in connection with the violence
during the anti-discrimination student movement. At least, 43 journalists were made accused

out of whom journalists Shakeel Ahmed and Farzana Rupa, were arrested.®

In September, 17 journalists faced violence such as assault, and threat in 17 incidents® while at
least 63 journalists were made accused in six cases filed in connection with the violence during
the anti-discrimination student movement. Out of the six cases, 4 cases were murder cases,
and the remaining 2 cases were due to allegations of harassment and torture, including not
reporting correct news during the agitation. Among the accused, three journalists - Mozammel
Babu, Shyamal Dutta, and Mahbubur Rahman were arrested.®

In October, 20 journalists faced violence such as assault, threats etc in 20 incidents. Among
them, 19 journalists were assaulted/ threatened and one journalist was killed.* While in October,
at least seven journalists were made accused in four cases in connection with the violence in the
anti-discrimination student movement. Of them 3 were arrested.

The crackdown on press freedom has been widel}' condemned bn the Commuttes to Protect
Journalists (CPT)* and the Reporters Without Borders® which called on the interim government
to respect journalists’ rights and ensure fair trials.

The emblematic cases are g;iven below:

After the fall of the Hasina Government media freedom has increased but only for the opponents
of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

From 5 August to 31 October 2024, at least 74 journalists face acts of violence, at least 113
journalists faced prosecution mn 18 criminal cases and while the government revoked press
accreditation of at least 217 journalists for their alleged links with the previous government
including 20 journalists on 29 October,® 30 journahsts on 3 November,* and 167 journalists

on 7 November, %

In August, 37 journalists faced violence such as torture, assault, threats and harassment in 14
incidents®® while eight cases were lodged against journalists in connection with the violence
during the anti-discrimination student movement. At least, 43 journalists were made accused
out of whom journalists Shakeel Ahmed and Farzana Rupa, were arrested.™

In September, 17 journalists faced violence such as assault, and threat in 17 incidents™ while at
least 63 journalists were made accused in six cases filed in connection with the violence during
the anti-discrimination student movement. Qut of the six cases, 4 cases were murder cases,
and the remaining 2 cases were due to allegations of harassment and torture, including not
reporting correct news during the agitation. Among the accused, three journahsts - Mozammel
Babu, Shvamal Dutta, and Mahbubur Rahman were arrested.”™
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In October, 20 journalists faced violence such as assault, threats etc in 20 incidents. Among
them, 19 journalists were assaulted/ threatened and one journalist was killed.” While in October,
at least seven journalists were made accused in four cases in connection with the violence in the
anti-discrimination student movement. Of them 3 were arrested.

The crackdown on press freedom has been wideh condemned by the Commttee to Protect
Journalists (CP])™ and the Reporters Without Borders™ which called on the interim government
to respect ]ﬂurnahsts rlghtﬁ and ensure fair trials.

The emblematic cases are given below:

In August, eight (8) cases were lodged against journalists in connection with the violence
during the anti-discrimination student movement and the subsequent violence. 25 journalists
were made accused. Out of the 8 cases, 3 murder cases had been filed in Dhaka 1 murder case
in Bogra, 1 case in Sylhet under Explosives Act, 2 cases in Rangpur of which one is a murder
case and the other 1s vandahism 1n BNP office in Pirgan), and 1 case was filed in Rajshali under
Extortion and Cyber Security Act. Tivo of the accused, journalists Shakeel Ahmed and Farzana
Rupa, were arrested.

On 22 August, a murder case was filed against former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 192
others, including seven journahsts, over the death of a student, Naveem Howlader during
protests at Jatrabari in Dhaka on 19 July. The journalists were Mozammel Haque Babu,
Managing Director and Editor-in-Chief of Ekattor TV; Syed Ishtiaque Reza, former Chief
News Editor (CNE) of Ekattor TV; Ahmed Jobaer, a Director of Somov TV; Munni Saha,
former CNE of ATN News; Farzana Rupa, former Principal Correspondent of Ekattor TV;
Shakil Ahmed, former head of news at Ekattor TV, and Nayeemul Islam Khan, Hasina’s Press
Secretarv. Among them, couple Shakil and Farzana were on remand for four days in another
murder case filed at Uttara East Police Station. They were arrested at Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport. Kamrul Islam, father of the student, filed the case at Jatrabari Police
Station.™

On 26 August, Sadikur Rahman Saki, the Svlhet representative of Channel I and Radio Today;
was charged in a case under the Explosives Act in Sylhet.”

On 27 August, three journalists were accused in a murder case in Bogra. They are Independent
TV’s Correspondent Hasibur Rahman Bilu, Daily Janakantha’s Bogra correspondent
Mahamudul Alam Navan and Daily Kalerkantha’s district correspondent JM Rauf.™®

On 29 August, lawver MH Gazi Tarmim filed a complaint with the ICT against Sheikh Hasina
and 52 people including 32 senior journalists on the charge of genocide during the students’
agitation in Julv”™® The journahsts include Mozammel Babu, Saiful Alam Noyeem Nizam,
Farida Yasmin, Shyamal Dutta, Abed Khan, Prabash Amin, Farzana Rupa, Shakil Ahmed,
Mithila Farzana, Zanedul Ahsan Pintu, Nabanita Chow dhurv Subhash Singh Roy, Ahmed
Zobair, Tushar r"ﬂ:!uu:lu].lahj Monjurul Ialam Ashish Saikat Manash Ghosh, Pranab S:lh.:a_J Masuda
Bhatti, Munni Saha, J.E. Mamun, Swadesh Roy, Soma Islam, Shyvamal Sarkar and Ajay Das.**
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According to the complaint, lodged bv Abdur Razzak, father of Nasib Hasan Rivan | a student
killed during the protests, the accused journalists were “sycophants™ of the Awami League
government and published false news to instigate the genocide and crimes against humamty
committed by the then government and law enforcers, thereby giving legiimacy to those
crimes.® Out of these 26 ]ournahsts Farzana Rupa, Shﬂkl.l Ahmed_] Mozammel Babu and
Shvamal Dutta were 1n jail in connection with two murder cases during mass protests.®

On 31 August, Farzana Rupa and her husband Shakil Ahmed, both former journalists at
Ekattor TV, were jailed after being detained on 21 August In connection with two murder

cases during mass protests.

On 16 September, police detained Mozammel Babu, Managing Director of Ekattor TV, and
Senior Reporter Mahbubur Rahman, along with Shyamal Dutta, Editor of Bhorer Kagoj. The
following dav; a court placed Mozammel Babu and Shvamal Dutta in seven-day police remand,
while Mahbubur Rahman and their driver were released.®*

On 16 September, Shahriar Kabir, journalist, author and activist, was arrested from his residence
in connection with a murder case during the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement in

Jatrabari. On 20 October, Shahriar Kabir was placed on two-day remand by a court.®

On 4 September, 28 journalists were among 109 people from Chattogram cty shown as
accused in a case filed over attempted abduction, assault and publishing fake news during the
student protests. Hasina Mamtaz, a teacher of Mohara Sayra Khatun Quaderya Girls High
School and College, filed the case with the court of Metropolitan Magistrate Juel Deb. The
Court ordered the Police Bureau of Investigation to investigate the case. Some of the journalists
have been i1dentified as Suklal Das of Daimk Azadi; Reaz Haidar Chowdhurv and Azhar
Mahmud of Bangladesh Pratidin; Pramal Kanti Dey Komcl of Somoy TV; Anupa.m Shil of
Independent TV, Debdulal ]E?:h-::rurn.lla:1 Secretary of Chattogra.m Press Club Ratan Kanti Debasis,
Tapan Chcmkraba_rtﬁ. of Banglanews24.com; photographer Ujjwal Ka.ntl Dhar; Ear.lg],adesh
Federal Union of ]Du.ma_hsts (BFUT) leader Kazi Mohsin; Ekramul Haque Bulbul of Ekushey
TV, Ramen Das Gupta of Sarabangla.net; Mintu Ch::m dhury and Uttam Sen Gupta of
BDnem 524.com; Kutub Uddin of Samakal; Hrltlk Nayon; Rahul Das Subal Barua of Pratidiner
Bangladesh; lea Ansarn of Deepto TV Rafiqul Baha.r of Elcushez; TV; Ayon Sharma of
Chattogram Pratidin; Aminul Islam Mu.tmaj photojournalist of Dailﬁ_kﬂzadi; Bishwajit Raha;
Masudul Hoque of DBC News; Rashed Mahmud; Hamid Ullah of Amader Somov; Samresh
Baiddva of Bhorer Kago); Showrav Bhattacharva of Cplus.*

On 11 September, a murder case was filed against former prime mimster Sheikh Hasina, 25
journalists and 139 others over the death of a 31-vear-old man at Bhasantek in Dhaka during
the mass uprlsmg The Jm:lrnahsts were Naem Nizam Ihflc:njurul Ahsan Bulbul, Shyamal Dutta,
Farida Yasmin, Omar Faruque, Monzurul Islam, Monjorul Ban "‘Tawn Sohel Haider
Chowdhury, Quddus Afrad, Arun Kumar Dey;, hurul Haque, Jihadur Rahman Jihad, Abdul
Mapd, Sajjad Alam Khan Topuj Sved Shukur Al Shuvo, Haider Al Ashikur Rahman Srabon,
Alamgir Hossain, Shoriful Islam, Mainul Alam_ Zavadul Ahsan Pintu, Kabir Ahmed Khan,
Abdullah Al Kafi, Nurul Islam Hasib and Shahnaz Sharmeen. Mohammad Sabuyj, elder brother
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of the victim, 1dentified as Mohammad Fazlu, filed the case at Bhasantek Police Station. Along
with Hasina, Awarmi League General Secretary Obaidul Quader, former Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan, former Law Minister Anisul Huq, former Textiles Mimister Jahangir Kabir
Nanak, and former state Ministers Kamal Ahmed Majumder, Mohammad Al Arafat, and
Zunaid Ahmed Falak were accused in the case.’”

On 18 October, daily Samakal journalist Rathan was sent to jail after being arrested in a
murder case related to the anti-discrimination student movement in Habigan).®

On 22 October, journalist Pranab Barua Arnab was arrested in four cases filed with Patia
Police Station in Chattogram. Police claimed that Pranab Barua was trving to flee to India
through Akhaura.®

On 25 October, Pradip Chowdhury, the President of the Khagrachan ]'curna_hst Union and a
district correspondent for the daﬂv Samakal, was arrested by pD]_lCE mn Khz_gra::hzn I-‘radip
Chowdhury was returning home from an event in the Iv.'hlnnpur area when police arrested hum
and brought him to the Khagrachari Sadar police station. Following the political shift on 5
August, five separate cases were filed against im at Khagrachar Sadar, Manikchhar1, Panchhar
and Dlghmala leLce stations. Among these, four cases were filed by BI\T‘ leaders and activists,

accusmg him of various offenses mclud.mg attacks on BNP leaders and vandalism of B‘QP
offices. He was also named 1n a case related to a clash with anti-discrimination student protesters
on 4 August. Apart from Pradip Chowdhury, six other journalists from Khagrachari were also

i_mP]icated in these cases

2. Cancellation of press accreditation

The interim government has been using press accreditation as a weapon to target journalists
for their work. Press accreditation cards are required for access to the Secretariat.”™ The
government revoked press accreditation of at least 168 journalists for their alleged links with
the previous government including revocation of accreditation of 20 journalists on 29 October,*
30 journalists on 3 November,™ and 118 journalists on 7 November™ thereby crippling press
freedom.

On 29 October, the government revoked the press accreditation cards of 20 journalists and
officials for their affihation with the Awami League. The journalists include former Director
General of the Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB) Zafar Wazed, former Press Minister at the
Bangladesh High Commussion in New Delln Shaban Mahmud, Chief Editor of Ekattor TV
Mozammel Haque and Special Correspondent Farzana Rupa, Editor and Publisher of
WomenNews24.com Farida Yasmin, Editor of The Daily Observer Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury;
Editor of Bhorer Kagoj Shyamal Dutta, Editor of Bangladesh Pratidin Naem Nizam, Chief
Editor of ABNews24.com Subhas Chandra Singh Rov, freelance journalist Sved Borhan Kabir,
Chief News Editor of ATN News Munm Saha, Chief Editor of Amader Shomov.com Naemul
Islam Khan, Special Correspondent of Dainik Bangla Farazi Azmal Hossain, Head of News at
Ekattor TV Shakil Ahmed, Editor of Dhaka Times Mohammad Arifur Rahman former
Managing Director and Chief Editor of Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) Abul Kalam
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Azad, freelance journalist Mithila Farzana, News Chief of Boishakln TV Ashok Chowdhury;
and Editor of DBC News Pronab Saha.®™ The Commuttee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said 1t
1s “concerned™ by the Information 1‘»'_[1.111511'&'}5 announcement rev cklng the press accreditation
of 20 J'e-u.rnallsts four of whom remain detained in “apparent retahiation™ for their support of
the Awami League.™

On 3 November, the Press Information Department revoked the permanent and temporary
press accreditation cards of 30 more journalists. The accreditation was cancelled under Sections
6.9, 6.10, 9.5 and 9.6 of the Press Accreditation Principle-2022. Rahul Saha of News 24,
Mohammad Manzurul Islam of DBC News, Abed Khan of Daily Jagaran, ZI Mamun of ATN
Bangla, Md Omar Faruque of Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), Masuda Bhatti of Daily
Amader Arthoneeti, DBC News’s Naznin Nahar Munni, CEO of RTV Ashiqur Rahman, and
Daily Bhorer Kagaj's news editor Ikhtiar Uddin were among the journalists whose press
accreditation cards were cancelled.®”

On 7 November, the Press Information Department (PID) under the Mimistry of Information
and Broadcasting had scrapped the permanent and temporary press accreditation cards of 118
more journalists. The journalists whose press accreditation cards were canceled include editors,
deputv editors and journalists working in various positions of televisions.®

3.3. Sedition invoked

One of the repressive actions taken by the Interim Gowvernment is to invoke sedition to silence
criticism.

On 9 October, a case of sedition and defamation was filed against Tapashee Tabassum Urmi,
the suspended Assistant Commussioner of Lalmonirhat in Khulna. The case was filed by one
Showkot Hossain in the Khulna '\fietrepohtar.l Mag,lstmte -2 court. Accord_mg to the p],amtlff' s
lawyer, SM Masudur Rahman, the case was filed due to negatn e comments made by Tapashee
Tabassum Urmi on social media platform Facebook, targeting Dr Muhammad ".’tunus the
Head of the Interim government and Abu Saved, who was killed during the anfi-discrimination
student movement. The court accepted the case and ordered the CID to investigate and submut
the mwv estlgatmn report by 15 December. In the oomplzunt the pl:u.nuff mentioned that as a
government official, Tapashee Tabassum Urm Posl‘.mg such remarks on Facebook indicates
that she has imitiated a conspiracy to overthrow the government and target its chief adviser, Dr
Muhammad Yunus. Her comments are considered a crime of sedition. Bv making such remarks,
she has commutted the crime of sedition and tarmished the reputation of the head of government
by inciting hatred and derogatory remarks among the public through Facebook. The case
document also said Dr Muhammad Yunus, the head adviser to the Bangladesh government, 1s
an internationallv renowned personality, having received the Nobel Prize and over a hundred
other awards. By posting such status updates on Facebook, the accused had defamed the head
adviser both nationally and socially.™

On 30 October, a case of sedition was filed at Kotwali police station agamnst 19 Hindus,
including two from the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) for allegedly
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hoisting a saffron flag over Bangladesh’s national flag at Chittagong’s New Market intersection
on 25 October. Police detained two persons Ra]esh Chowdhury and Hrldas. Das, in the case.

The 19 accused are Chandan Kumar Dhar alias l‘:h..uunn:ﬂr Krishna Das Erahmachz_rl (38),

Iskcon’s Chittagong divisional organizing secretarv; Ajav Dutta (34) Coordinator of Hindu
Jagran Manch’s Chittagong’s; Leela Raj Das Brahmachar (48) Principal of the Prabartak
ISKCON temple mn the city; Gopal Das Tipu (38); Dr Kathak Das (40); Amt Dhar (38);
Roni Das (38); Rajib Das (32); Krishna Kumar Dutta (52); Jiku Chowdhury (40); Newton
Dey (38); Tushar Chakraborty Rapb (28); Mithun Dey (35); Rupan Dhar (35); Rimon Dutta
(28); Sukanta Das (28); Biswajit Gupta (42); Rajesh Chowdhury (28); and Hniday Das (25).
Further, about 15-20 unidentified individuals are included as accused in the case.!® According
to the case documents, during a rally at Laldight Maidan, a religious flag associated with
Iskcon wras reportedly placed over the national flag. The case statement alleged that this act
constituted a “desecration” and “cnnte:mpt for the country’s sow erm.g‘nn sat.’mg the accused
engaged In “treasonous activities to destabilize the countrv by fostering an anarchic
environment. %

4. Compliant judiciary established

The respect for human rights requires a functiomng State. Bangladesh simplv does not have an
effective functioning State at present. The police personnel had to flee after the fall of the
Government and hundreds of them did not join the duty for the fear of safety and security.®2
The Government of Bangladesh gave magisterial power to the officers of the Bangladesh
Army personnel’® but 1t 1s the mob justice which prevails in the country.**

More importantly, there 1s no independence of judiciary to ensure fair trials. This can be gleaned
from the fact that on 10 August 2024, the mob surrounded the Supreme Court of Bangladesh
and Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan and five other senior judges of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh had to resign.’®® Furthermore, on 16 October 2024, 12 judges of the High Court
(HC{ were removed from discharging judicial functions after several hundred students under
the banner of Anti-Discrimination Student Movement besieged the HC premises seeking
removal of “pro-Awarmi League fascist judges™!*® If anv judge dares to release any leader or
activist connected with former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina government or Awami League,

the risks of the judges facing the fury of the mob justice in the name of students movement
remain hjgh.

5. Dissenting NHRC dissolved

On 7 November 2024, the Government of Bangladesh forced all members of Bangladesh’s
NHRC including Chairman Kamal Uddin Ahmed and five other members 1.e. Md Salim
Reza, Aminul Islam, Kongjari Chowdhury, Biswajit Chanda, and Tama Haque submitted their
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resignation letters to the President of Bangladesh. The resignation was confirmed by Yusha
Rahman, spokesperson of the Commission. On 5% November 2024, the NHRC of Bangladesh
released 1ts monthly report for October 2024 and the report based on the facts highhighted a
rise In crimes such as mob beatings, rapes, and other offences as well as political harassment,
assaults on political leaders, and other viclent acts. This has become the offence for the members
of the NHRC of Bangladesh and they were forced to resign.’”

The Interim Government of Bangladesh demonstrated that it does not allow any critical
Institution.

6. Mob rule and release of the identified terrorists for po-
litical considerations

From August to October 2024, 129 incidents of political violence were reported in Bangladesh
with killing of 26 persons and 1226 persons were injured. These included 23 incidents with
killing of nine persons and injuries to 195 persons in August; 48 incidents with 5 killing and
619 mjuries in September; and 58 incidents with kalling of 12 persons and 412 others injured
1n October.™™

The current security situation is one of frightening collapse of law and order. About 44 police
personnel were killed by the protestors’® and the police were effectively absent from maintaiming
law and order. On 18 September 2024, the Interim Government empowered the Bangladesh
Army officers to exercise the magisterial powers?® but the Army personnel were not to be seen
anvwhere except in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT:) region inhabited by the indigenous
peoples where thev have been accused of serious human rights violations from 19 September
to 1 October 2024111

Across the country, serious concerns were raised about mob justice.” From August to October
2024, at least 77 incidents of mob violence were reported across the country, in which 63
persons were killed and 45 others were injured. These included 20 incidents with killing of 20
people and injuries to four others 1n August; 33 incidents with 24 killings and mjuries to 22
others in September; and 24 incidents with killing of 19 persons and injuries to 19 others in
October.™*

A fow emblematic cases of mob justice are given below::

- On 13 September, Shawkat Al Didar (40), who was the Sports Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Secchasebok Dal was killed and at least 50 others injured
in an attack by Awami League activists on the vehicle convoy of SM Zilani, the
central president of the Jativatabadi Shecchasebok Dal in Gopalgan) Sadar upazila.
Among the injured included SM Zilani, his wife and Gopalgan) district Mahila
Dal president Rowshan Ara Ratma.*

20



100 DAYS OF DR YUNUS: MOEOCRACY IMPERILS BANGLADESH'S REFORMS LD ;.'.-'-

- On 30 October, two Awarm League supporters Harmdul Islam (50) and Nazrul
Islam [*1::‘] were killad by BNP activists over estabhsh_mg supremacy and past
enmity in Daulatpur, Kushtia 15

- On 22 September, Nur Alam (60), an Awami League leader, was beaten to death
by 10-12 umdentfied attackers after intruding into his home 1n Pachpara wvillage
under Chandrogonj union in Lakshmipur Sadar upazila. One of the attackers,
known as Khokon, 1s alleged to be affihated with the BNE.¢

- On 18 September, Shamim Ahmed alias Shamim Mollah, a Chhatra League leader
and former student of the University’s 39th batchin I'_he Department of History,
was subjected to mob beating by students of JU. He later succumbed to his injuries.
He was allegedly involved in an attack on students during the Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement on the premises of the Vice Chancellors residence on 15 July.
According to witnesses and university security personnel, Shamim was at a shop
near ]’U’s Prantik Gate. Upon receiving information about his location, a group
of university students went there and beat him up.*” Following the kJ]lmg
authorities suspended e:lght students fol.lowmg a Prehnuna_n' report CGI.’].ﬁ.l’II]Jng
their direct involvement in the killing.**

- On 18 September, one Tofazzal was beaten to death by a group of students on
suspicion of being a thief by detaining him in the guest room of Fazlul Hugq
Mushm Hall of Dhaka University. Tofazzal was beaten for several hours and when
he was taken to hospital, the physiclan on duty declared him dead.***

- On 30 October, Ramzan (35) was beaten to death by a mob 1n Sabujbagh area of
Dhaka. According to police, Ramzan had been arrested a few months ago with a
firearm. After the government’s downfall on 5 August he was released on bail.
Ramgzan faced around a dozen cases, including charges of illegal weapons, drugs,
and robbery. He entered the area when local residents caught and assaulted him,
leading to hus death on the spot.**

Bv 5 September, a total of 5,818 weapons were looted in the countryv.** Of these, 3,933 were
recmered while 1 ,88D arms mcludj.ng I']_ﬂES SMGs, LMGs, and PLEI:CI].S remamed n’ussmg
Additionally, nearl} 300,000 rounds of ammumtion rernamed unrecovered.'#

The escape of over 2,000 inmates from 17 jails which were attacked during the protests added
to the worries. More than 900, including 70 militants are vet to be arrested.™

More worrvingly, the Interim Government has been releasing terror convicts from custody
under dublous circumstances. By 18 SEPtEI'ﬂbEI' at least 43 l’ugh meﬂe criminals and rn:hta.nts
had walked out of ];u.l on bail.*** The terrorists who were released on bail include Muft
Jashimuddin Rahmani, chief of the Ansarullah Bangla Team, an Al-Qaeda-inspired militant
outfit now known as Ansar al Islam convicted for the murder of Rajib Haider, a blogger who
still has four cases, including those under anti-terrorism and Information and Communication
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Technology (ICT) laws pending against him.’* Other top terrorists released include Abbas
Ali alias “Killer Abbas’ of Mirpur, Sheikh Mohammad Aslam alias Sweden Aslam of Tejgaon,
Imamul Hasan Helal alias Picchi Helal of Mohammadpur and Sanjidul Islam alias Emon who
were named in the list of 23 top terrorists published by the home ministry on 26 December
2001. In addition, two of Dhaka’s underworld dons, Aim Ahmed alias Titon and Khorshed
Alam Rasu alhias Freedom Rasu were also released.1?¢

Serious concerns have been expressed by the citizens in the country about the pctential increase
1n armed violence and crime rate because of these achons.*

7. International War Crimes Tribunal: Yunus Wielding
Hasina’s Stick

On 14 August, the interim government said 1t will try those involved 1n the le]JIlE;‘S durlng the
mass movement of the students agamst the Sheikh Hasma led government in the International
Crimes Tribunal under the su Pen1510n of the United Nations. The murders conducted within
the period from 1 Julv 2024 to 5 August 2024 will be tried by the International Crimes
Tribunal.**®

On 14 October, the government reconstituted the International Crimes Tribunal by appointing
two High Court judges and a retired District and Sessions judge. Justice Golam Martuza, an
Additional Judge of the High Court Division of the Supreme Court was appointed as 1ts
chairman.***

The International Crimes Tribunal started hearing the cases filed over the killings and massacre
during the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement from 15 October.13°

Earlier in September, the interim government had prepared a draft to amend the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 to expand the scope of accountabihty for erimes against humamty
and genocide. The proposed amendments include a provision that allows the banmng of a
political party for up to 10 yvears for committing crimes against humanity and genocide. As
per the existing law, crimes against humanity include murder, extermination, enslavement,
deportation, imprisonment, abduction, confinement, torture, rape or other inhumane acts
commutted against any avilian population or persecutions on political, racial, ethmic or rehgious
grounds, whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the country where perpetrated.’s*

As on 24 September, 32 cases were filed with the investigation agency of the International
Crimes Tribunal against Hasina and her party colleagues for alleged crimes against humamty
and genocide.**

On 17 October, the International Crimes Tribunal had 1ssued an arrest warrant against former

prime minister Sheikh Hasina along with warrants for 44 others including Awami League
General Secretary Obaidul Quader. The warrants were 1ssued following two separate pleas. As
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per the order, Sheikh Hasina had to appear before the court by 18 November.'** On 19 October,
the International Crimes Tribunal issued a public notice seeking information on the alleged

‘massacre’ during the anti-discrimination students’ movement.*™*

On 12 November, Chief Prosecutor Mohammad Tajul Islam sent a letter to the Inspector
General of Police (IGF), requesting action to issue a red notice through Interpol for former
prime mimister Sheikh Hasina in connection with an International Crimes Tribunal (ICT)
case. On 10 November, after overseeing the reform work of the International Crimes Tribunal,
Law Affairs Adviser Dr Asif Nazrul told reporters that the government would take all necessary
steps to bring back Sheikh Hasina and other fugitives accused in the July-August genocide
case filed with the ICT.**®

Earlier on 17 October, the International Crimes Tribunal 1ssued arrest warrants for Sheikh
Hasina, Obaidul Quader and 46 others in separate cases related to the genocide and crimes
against humamty commtted in July-August.'*

More than 80 complaints of crimes against humamty and genocide have been filed against
Sheilkh Hasina and her partv leaders with the ICT and the pms.ecuﬁﬂn tearn as on 4 November. 27

8. Attempt to establish Awami League free Bangladesh

The interim government of Bangladesh has imtiated the process for dialogue with the political
Parti.es for reforms. This has turned out to be an exercise to make Awwami League free Bangladesh.

The ongoing dialogues by the interim government have aimed to foster political consensus
and address reforms. However, tensions have arisen due to demands from political parties like
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNT) and Jamaat-e-Islamu for more neutral oversight and
restructuring within the interim setup. The BNE, for mstance, has requested the removal of
certain officials within the interim administration and called for legal action against figures
involved 1n past electoral controversies. Additionally, the BNF seeks to form a new election
commission based on a consensus among all major parties, underlining the need for broader
political representation. The BNT also demanded that the interim government announce a
roadmap for holding the next election.’#*

The Awami League and its allies from the 14-party alliance, who were ousted in a student-led
mass uprising, are excluded from the dialogue process.** On 19 October, the office of the
Chief Adviser to the interim government stated that the Awami League and the like-minded
parties will be barred from participating 1n political activities. This was stated after talks with
10 political parties. During the talks, some parties demanded banning the AL and its allies or
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at least keeping them from taking part in the next national electon.’* However, Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and Jamaat-e-Islami, both arch rivals of the Awami League had said ‘no’ to
banning Hasina’s party.**

The efforts to ban Awarm League continue unabated.

On 1 September, the High Court had rejected the writ petition that sought ban on Awam
League and cancellation of its registration for its involvement in the killing of students and
general people during the student-led mass upsurge. The petition was flled with the High
Court on 19 August by Arifur Rahman Murad Bhuivan, Executive Director of human rights
organisation Sarda.**

On 24 September 2024, 1t was reported that the interim government has prepared a draft to
amend the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 to include a proviso that allows the
banning of a political party for up to 10 vears for committing crimes against humanmty and
genocide. The amendment would allow the trial of leaders of any organisation for command
responsibility; the appointment of foreign lawvers, and the recording and broadcast of trial
proceedings.* The only political party facing the charge of genocide is Awami League over
the kalings during the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement.**

On 28 October, three leaders of the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement filed a writ petition
with the High Court, sesking rules to ban all political activities of the Awami League and 10
other parties, and debar them from all future elections. Thev also sought a rule to declare the
parties “terrorist organisations™ for the “Indiscriminate killing of citizens, destroving democratic
institutions, and unconstitutionally usurping the state of power™. The 10 other political parties
mentioned in the petitions are the Jativa Party (Ershad), Jativa Samajtantrik Dal (JSD),
Bikalpadhara Bangladesh, Tarikat Federation, the Commumst Party of Bangladesh (CPB),
Liberal Democratic Party (LDT), Jativa Party (Manju), Ganatantri Dal, Marxist-Leninist
(Barua), and the Socialist Partv of Bangladesh. The petition was filed six davs after the interim
government on 23 October banned ALs student wing Bangladesh Chhatra League as per the
demand of the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement.'*® However, the petition was
withdrawn on 29 October.***

On 24 October, the Government of Bangladesh banned Awami League’s Chhatra League as a
terrorist orgamzation for the nvolvement of the student body in violent attacks on the student
protests that led to the ouster of Sheikh Hasina’s government in August.**
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9. Indigenous Peoples: Dr Yunus says no to implementa-
tion of the CHTs Accord!

Since independence, the refusal to grant autonomy to the indigenous peoples of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts led to insurgency. The situation accentuated by population transfer of over 400,000
illegal*** plain settlers from mainland Bangladesh into the CHTs from 1979 to 1983 with the
aim to reduce indigenous peoples into a minority on their own land by giving various
inducements, 1#°

In 1997, the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord was signed between the Jana Samhati Samuti
(JSS), representing the indigenous peoples and the Government of Bangladesh. However, the
Accord was never implemented despite repeated recommendations under the Umiversal Periodic
Review of the UN Human Rights Council.***

Dr Mohammed Yunus who is undertaking reforms in the countrv including the Constitution
of Bangladesh refused to implement the CHT Accord. In an interview to the Thice of America
on 2 October 2024 on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly had stated the following on
the CHTs Peace Accord:

“WE just got heve. It'’s not right to bope that a problem that has been there for so long
can be solved in a couple of days. There was a peace accovd; it happened after trying for
many vears. That accord is not being tmplemented; whether or not a new peace accorvd
mutst be made, our government won't be able to accomplish that. Elected governments
later on will be able to take that on™ "

Not surprisingly, human rights violations against indigenous peoples in the CHT: intensified.
On 18 September 2024, the indigenous hill tribe students under the banner of the “Sanghat O
Boishantyo Birodhbi Pabari Chhatra Andolan™ (Anti Conflict & Discrimination Tribal Students
Movement) organised “March For Identity” at Khagrachari demanding constitutional
recogmtion of the identities of indigencus peoples, inquiry into corruption in the local councils
created for the hill tribes, implementation of the 1997 CHT: Peace Accord, etc. About 40,000
indigenous peoples, unseen in the history of indigenous peoples 1n the region, had participated
in the protest.’?

This rattled the Bangladesh Army.

From 19 September to 1 October 2024, the illegal plain settlers and Bangladesh Army led
Grgaruzed assaults on mdlgencus P-e-::hPles m DLghmzla and Khagraclmn Sadar under Khz_gracharl
district on 19 September, followed by further attacks on Rangamati Sadar on 20 September,
and Khag;racharl district agzun on 1 October. The Bangladesh Army and the ﬂlega.l settlers
spec:Jﬁca]lj.* targeted shops and other business establishments of lndigencus pecples and Buddhist
temples. In these attacks by the illegal plain settlers and Bangladesh Army; at least four indigenous
persons 1.e. Mr Dhana Ranjan Chakma, Mr Junan Chakma, Mr Rubel Tripura, and Mr Anik
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Chakma were killed, at least 75 indigenous Jumma people were seriously injured while at least
142 houses, shops and other business establishments, properties, Buddhist temples that were
looted, destroved or set ablaze.'*

A number of international ergz_mzatmns such as Amnesty International on 20 September
2024,** the Minornty Rights Group International on 24 September 2024 ** International
Work Group on Indlgenous Affairs on 8* October 2024'*° and the Chajrpersen of the United
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the UN Special Rapporteur on Indigenous
Rights on 14 October 2024'*" condemned the attacks and demanded impartal inquiry.

On 26 September 2024, the Chittagong Divisional Commussioner formed a seven-member
inquiry committee headed by Additional Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong Mr
Mohammad Nurullah Noori to submit the report within the next 14 working days. On 30
September 2024, Mr Noor1 while visiting the affected areas at Rangamat told the journalists
that he would submit the report to the government within 14 days after finding the root cause
of the recent violent incidents, making a lhist of the vicims and informing the government of
their losses and making recommendations to prevent recurrence of such violent incidents.™*
On 2 October 2024, the Commuttee visited Larma Square Bazar, Dighinala which was set on
fire on 19 September 2024.%%¢

However, as on date, no public statement has been made regarding the status of the Inquiry
Commission report.

The situation in the CHTs remains alarmingly. On 6 October 2024, the Bangladesh government
banned entry of tourists into the CHTs from 8 to 31 October mhng unidentified “unavoidable
grounds™. 160 On 6 October 2024, the mdigenous Buddhist monks in the CHTs also for the
first ime 1n their h.tstor} announced their decision to not celebrate Kathin Chibar Dan, one of
the largest annual religious festivals of the Buddhist community, held after rain retreat of the
monks, all over the world.*®

10. Religious minorities: Dr Yunus justifies increased at-
tacks for being Awami League supporters

While the minorities consistently faced grave human rights violations in Bangladesh irrespective
of the party n power, the violations increased manifold with hundreds of acts of violence and
religious intolerance after the fall of the Sheikh Hasina government on 5 August 2024. This

has been accompanied by purging of Hindu officers from public service.
On 5 September, Interim Government’s Chief Advisor Dr Mohammed Yunus without

investigation into any of these acts of violence and religious intolerance stated that Hindus
faced attacks because “there is no clear distinction between Awami League supporters and Hindus™ 152
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The scale of the orgamized attacks on the religious minorities under the current Interim
Government of Bangladesh is g,i‘i.'en balow

A rep-c:rrt pub]_ished by Prothom Alo on 12 September 2024 documented at least 1,090 attacks
on Inmcrlh communities between 5-20 August, fc:]_lcwmg the fall of ShELkh Hasina’s
government. These attacks include damage to 1,068 houses and business establishments and
22 places of worship, as well as the murders of two minority Hindus, Mrinal Kanti Chatterjee
and Swapan Kumar Biswas. The most affected region was Khulna with 295 damaged properties,
followed by Rangpur (219), Myvmensingh (183, Rajshahi (155), Dhaka (79), Barishal (68),
Chattogram (45) and Svlhet (25). Attacks also targeted Christians, Ahmadivvas and other
munority groups, including vandahsm of churches and religious statues.**

On 19 September 2024, the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Oikva Parishad inits findings
disclosed to media stated that 2,010 incidents of communal violence took place across 68
districts and metropolitan areas between 4-20 August, resulting in the deaths of nine persons,
injuries to 38 others, four sexual assaults, one of which was a gang rape, and attacks on 69
places of worship, including acts of vandalism and arson. A total of 915 homes and 953
business establishments were attacked, looted or set on fire, and about 1,705 families were
directly affected in these communal attacks, with 157 of these families having lost evervthing.***

Despite being provided unprecedented security during the Durga Puja celebrations from 1 to
11 October 2024, the Inspector General of Police of Bangladesh Police, Md Mainul Islam, at
least 35 ncidents have taken place centering the Durga Puja celebrations from 1 to 11 October.?#*
Radical Islamist groups had threatened Durga Puja committees and temples, demanding
extortion monev amounting 5 lakh Bangladeshi Taka to allow the celebration to proceed or
face consequences 1f they failed to paw®®

Minorities 1n government service have also faced increasing pressure. Teachers from Hindu,
Buddhist and Christian communities have been forced to resign from their jobs, with the
Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Chrnistian leva Parishad reportmg that at least 49 teachers were
forced to resign between 5 and 30 August. 167

Those suspected of being affiliated with the Awami League or belonging to rehigious minorities
were removed from government service. On 22 October, Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (Retd)
Md Iahangu' Alam Chowdhury stated that 252 trainee Sub- Inspectors (SIs) at the Ea_ng],adesh
Police Academy were d.lscha_rged due to violations of academic disciphine on 1 October.** It1s
alleged that the PHQ, in consultation with the Home Ministry, conducted a bm:kground check
on the P-ohtlc:a_l affilations of 801 trainees in the batch afl‘.er the fall of the Awarm League
government on 5 August Based on the verification, a list of 252 trainees were 1dentified and
dismissed from service on techmical grmmds **¥ As per verification done by the RRAG, out of
the 252 trainees dismissed from service, 99 trainees belonged to the Hindu religious minority
communities.

A report published by Prothom Alo on 12 September 2024 documented at least 1,090 attacks
on minority communities between 5-20 August, following the fall of Sheikh Hasina's
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government. These attacks include damage to 1,068 houses and business establishments and
22 places of worship, as well as the murders of two minority Hindus, Mrinal Kanti Chatterjee
and Swapan Kumar Biswas. The most affected region was Khulna with 295 damaged properties,
followed by Rangpur (219), Myvmensingh (183, Rajshahi (155), Dhaka (79), Barishal (68),
Chattogram (45) and Svlhet (25). Attacks also targeted Christians, Ahmadivvas and other
munority groups, including vandahsm of churches and religious statues.*

On 19 September 2024, the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Oikva Parishad inits findings
disclosed to media stated that 2,010 incidents of communal violence took place across 68
districts and metropolitan areas between 4-20 August, resulting in the deaths of nine persons,
injuries to 38 others, four sexual assaults, one of which was a gang rape, and attacks on 69
places of worship, including acts of vandalism and arson. A total of 915 homes and 953
business establishments were attacked, looted or set on fire, and about 1,705 families were
directly affected in these communal attacks, with 157 of these families having lost everything.*™

While the precise number of acts of violence against minorities 1s not available, 1t can be safely
stated that while the Prothom.Alo documented at least 1,090 attacks, the community organization
reported 2,010 inadents during the same period. It 1s clear thousands of persons belonging to
religious minorities have been targeted.

The attacks are obvious. Despite unprecedented security during the Durga Puja celebrations,
the Inspector General of Police (IGP) of Bangladesh Police, Md Mainul Islam, at least 35
incidents have taken place centering the Durga Puja celebrations from 1 to 11 October.!™
Radical Islamist groups had threatened Durga Puja committees and temples, demanding
extortion monev amounting 5 lakh Bangladeshi Taka to allow the celebration to proceed or
face consequences 1f they failed to paw®™

On 12 October, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India condemned the attacks on
Hindu temples in Bzmg;l;ldeshj calling them ':':d.eplDr:-Lb].e and urged Bangladesh to ensure the

safen and securln' of Hindus and all minorities and their places of w DrShlP especm]h du_nng
Durg:l Pu]a and Dussehra festivals,

On 23 August, three Hindu temples were vandalized by a Madrasa student 1dentified as Rabbi
Hossain (18) at Pakuria Palpara, Ghoshpara and Kaligram areas in the Pakuria Union in Rajshahi
Bagha Upazila. The accused, who was arrested, said that he targeted the temples because of
rumours that the ongoing floods 1n Bangladesh were caused by water released by India.’™®

On 30 October, a case of sedition was filed at Kotwali police station agamnst 19 Hindus,
including two from the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) for allegedly
hoisting a saffron flag over Bangladesh’s national flag at Chittagong’s New Market intersection
on 25 October. Police detained two persons Rajesh Chowdhury and Hrniday Das, in the case.
The 19 accused are Chandan Kumar Dhar alias Chinmov Krishna Das Brahmachari (38),
Iskcon’s Chittagong divisional orgamizing secretary; Ajav Dutta (34) Coordinator of Hindu
Jagran Manch’s Chittagong’s; Leela Raj Das Brahmachan (48) Principal of the Prabartak
ISKCON temple in the city; Gopal Das Tipu (38); Dr Kathak Das (40); Amit Dhar (38);
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Roni Das (38); Rajib Das (32); Krishna Kumar Dutta (52); Jiku Chowdhury (40); Newton
Dey (38); Tushar Chakraborty Rajib (28); Mithun Dey (35); Rupan Dhar (35); Rimon Dutta
(28); Sukanta Das (28); Biswajt Gupta (42); Rajesh Chowdhury (28); and Hnday Das (25).
Further, about 15-20 unidentified individuals are included as accused in the case.*™

According to the case documents, during a rallv at Laldighy Maidan, a religious flag associated
with Iskcon was reportedly placed over the national flag. The case statement alleged that thas
act constituted a “desecration” and “contempt for the country’s sovereignty;” saying the accused
engaged In “treasonous activities to destabilize the country bv fostering an anarchic
environment. "¢

On 5 November, tensions escalated in the Hazari Gali area in port city of Chittagdng as
secunh forces launched a massive crackdown on the II']J.thl'lt‘F." Hindu c:::m:nu.mn follown Ing
clashes after a member of the radical Islamic group Jamat-e- Isl;a.rm Osman Al who posted
derogatory remarks ag:a_mst the Hindu re]_lgmn and the Internatmnal 50-:1&t§.' for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON) on social media. In response, Hindu residents gathered outside
Alr’s S}.'IGP to protest the offensive post, leadj.ng to clashes between the two communities. The
situation further deteriorated when secu.rlh.' forces, mcludj.ng the Bangla.desh Army, were
deploved to restore order. A video footage showed scenes of chaos, with secunity Pers.dnne:l
clashmg with civilians, chasmg them and hittmg them with batons. Aﬂmrdmg to local media
outlet Prothom Alo, bla.nk rounds were fired into the air to disperse the crowd. Some officers
were reportedly seen dismantling CCTV cameras. Responding to the incident, Ministry of
External Affairs, government of India urged the Bangladesh government to take strong measures
to ensure the safety of Hindus.*™

As of 5 November, authorities had filed a case naming 582 people, with 49 of them arrested.
The Hindu community leaders accused security forces of unfairly targeting Hindu residents,
alleging that authorities conducted indiscriminate attacks, despite the involvement of members
from both communities.**?

Minoenties in government service have also faced increasing pressure. Teachers from Hindu,
Buddhist and Christian communities have been forced to resign from their jobs, with the
Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Oikya Parishad reporting that at least 49 teachers were
forced to resign between 5 and 30 August.’®

Those suspected of being affiliated with the Awami League or belonging to rehigious minorities
were removed from government service. On 22 October, Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (Retd)
Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury stated that 252 trainee Sub-Inspectors (SIs) at the Bangladesh
Police Academy were discharged due to violations of academic discipline on 1 October.?®* It 1s
alleged that the FHQ, in consultation with the Home Ministry, conducted a bzx:kgrdund check
on the political affihations of 801 trainees in the batch afl‘.er the fall of the Awami League
government on 5 August Based on the venfication, a list of 252 trainees were 1dentified and
dismissed from service on technical grdunds % As per verification done by the RRAG, out of
the 252 Lramees dismissed from service, 99 trainees belonged to the Hindu religious minority
communities.™®
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11. Cyber Security Act continues to be invoked

Despite the promise to repeal the draconian Cyber Security Act, the authorities continue to
invoke the Act. From August to October 2024, 11 cases were reported in Bangladesh with
191 accused persons of which 11 persons were arrested. In August, two cases were reported
with one person was arrested and 10 people were accused; in September, six cases were reported
with 3 persons arrested and 126 accused; in October, 11 cases were reported with 11 persons
arrested and 191 others were made accused.™®

On 24 September, a case was filed against a 52-vear-old man in Chittagong under Cyber
Security Act for allegedly insulting the Quran and posting a social media video targeting
Interim Government Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus, Information Adviser Nahid Islam
and the armv chief. The complaint was lodged by Hafez I'fld Saifuddin, Joint Convener of
Fatikchar Upazﬂa Chhatra Dal at the Chlttagong Cvber Tribunal. The Court accepted the
case flled under the Cyber Securitv Act and directed the Criminal Inv estigation Department
(CID) to investigate and submit a report by 27 November. The accused, identified as Moktar
Hossain 1s a resident of West Nanupur 1‘1].lage in Fatikchar1 Upazila, Chittagong. According to
the case statement, on 15 August Moktar allegedly posted a video on his Facebook ID, making
derogatory comments about the Holy Quran, verbal abuse directed at Dr Muhammad Yunus,
insults toward students of the anti-discrimination movement and obscene remarks about Nahid
Islam. Further, allegations indicate that offensive comments were made against the army chief
in the video.**

The interim government reportedly decided in Pri.nciple to repeal the Cyber Securit}' Acton 8
November 2024 but the ordinance has not been issued as on date.

12. Lip service to the OHCHR

The Government of Bangladesh invited the OHCHR. Fact-Finding Team to conduct an
independent and impartial fact-finding into alleged human rights viclations that occurred in
the context of protests which took place from 1 July to 15 August 2024. The fact-finding as
per the official statement 1s “tasked to establish facts, 1dentify responsibilities, analyse root
causes and provide concrete recommendations on the next steps Bangladesh should take to
address the past violations and to ensure non-recurrence. Based on this framework and the

information collected by a fact-finding team on Bangladesh, OHCHR will publish a human

rights report setti.ng out key ﬁnd_i.ngs] conclusions and recommendations® 188

However, the mandate of the Fact—Finding Team 1s very restrictive. It cannot i_nvestigate the
incidents beyvond 15 August even though serious human rights violations were committed.
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13. Reforms: Alibi to remain in power?

On 4 November, Nahid Islam_ students leader and Adviser to the Posts, Telecommunications
and Information Technology stated that general elections will be held on the basis of national
unity after all necessary reforms.*** On 14 November, Dr Yunus on the sidelines of the Cop29
submit at Baku reiterated that elections will be held onh after reforms.*™ These reforms can
become an exercise in futlht} as the next elected government can reject these reforms but
reforms have become the alibi to remain in power.

Initially, on 11 September the Interim Government of Bangladesh had announced the formation
of six refornl commissions, with each tasked to address and propose unpromem.ente within key
sectors to ensure effective governance and acceuntabllm These six commissions include ( 1"}
Electoral System Reform, headed by Dr. Badml ﬁlelnﬁvia]mndar to revamp the election process
to ensure fan'nese transparency and mcluswln (2) Police Administration Reform_ headed by
Safar Raz I—Iese;nn to modernize and 1 Improve Pohce aceeuntabﬂln and eﬂic:l.enm." {’ 3) Jndlc:la_l
Beform, headed b} Justice Shah Abu Naeem Mominur Rahme.n to enhance judicial
independence and expedite legal processes; (4) Anti—Corruptien Reform, headed by
Iftekharuzzaman of Transparency International Bangladesh, to curb corruption and strengthen
ethical governance; () Public Administration Reform_ led by Abdul Mueed Chowdhury, to
streamline Pubhc ad_nmnetretlen and (6) Constitutional Refonn headed by Dr. Shahdeen
Malk, later replaced by meesscr Al Riaz, to examine and reec:nunend ehe.nges to the
Ce-nstn:u tion to ensure it meets the needs of 2 modern democratic Bangladesh.’®

These reform commssions were given a imehne starting from 6 October to begin 1ts work
and submita report within 90 davs and the interim government plans to eensultnm]or Poht:lce_l
Parnes and other stakeholders to finalize and unpletnent the reforms.'®? These commissions
are vet to start substantive work.

On 17 October, the interim government announced the formation of four new commissions
to carry out reforms in the areas of mass media, health, labour rights and women affairs.**

These reforms commissions have failed to meet the aspirations. On 5 October, officials from
25 cadres of the Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS), excluding those from the administration
cadre, announced their rejection of the commission members formed for public admimistration
reform.’** On 24 October, interim government reconstituted the Public Administration Reform
Commussion with the inclusion of three new members, raising the total number of Members
to 11. Headed bv Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury, the newly included three members of the
Commuission are Prof Syeda Shahina Sobhan, Firoz Ahmed and Khondakar Mohammad Aminur
Rahman.**

The Constitutional reform commssion headed by Professor Ali R1az include Professor Sumarya
Khair at Dhaka University, Barrister Imran Siddiqui, Professor Muhammad Tkramul Hagq at
Dhaka University, Supreme Court lawver Dr Sharif Bhuiyvan, Barrister Moin Alam Firozi,
writer Firoz Ahmed, writer and human nghts activist Mo Mustain Billah, and student
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representative Mo Mahfuz Alam.'™ No member of the indigenous peoples and religious
minorities was included in the Constitutional Reform Commission. The UN High
Commussioner for Human Rights at the conclusion of his visit to Bangladesh on 30 October
2024 had stated, “The participation of ethnic and veligious minovities in the veform stvuctuves, as
well as of Indigenows Peoples, is also crucial® **”

On 8 October 2024, the Denmark-based International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs
(IWGIA) and New Delhi-based Rights and Risks Analysis Group (RRAG) urged Dr Yunus
urging him to reconstitute the commission and include representative of indigenous peoples
and minorities. Religious minorities make up 16 milhion while there are about 1.6 million
members from ethnic communities. The Vatican too had intervened at the request of the

IWGIA and RRAG.™

On 29 October, the interim government formed a six-member Search Commuttee led by Justice
Zubayer Rahman Chowdhury, a judge of the Appellate Division of the Supreme C:::u.rt to
constitute a new Election Commission. The other members of the Committee are ]ustu:e
AKM Asaduzzaman, a judge of the High Court Division; Nurul Islam, comptroller and auditor
general (CAG); Mobasser Momen, chairman of Bangladesh Public Service Commission;
eminent personahities CR Abrar, executive director of the Refugee and Migratorvy Movement
Research Unit, and Prof Zeenatun Nesa Tahmida Begum, former Dhaka University teacher
and ex-PSC chairman. In line with the Appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Electon Commussioners Act 2022, two judges were nominated by the chief justice, two
eminent personalities by the president, and the CAG and BPSC chairman are in the committee
because of their job status. The posts of election commussioners fell vacant after chief election
commussioner Kazi Habibul Awal and four election commussioners resigned on 5 September.*#®
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12. ANNNEXURE-1: MONTHLY REPORT (OCTOBER 2024)
OF THE NHRC BANGLADESH
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www.dhakamribune.com/bansladesh/363523 haphazardiv-filed-cases-causin-concern

Ibid

Ihid

43



&0

&1

&8

&%

_ {4 RIGHTS AND RISKS ANALYSIS GROUP

About arbitrary detention by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, https://www.chchr.org/
en/about-arbitrarv-detention

Press accredirarion cards of 20 journalists canceled, Dhaka Tribune, 29 Octeber 2024, heps: [/
www.dhakamibune.com/bengladesh 363584 ‘press-acoreditation-cards-of 20-jouwrnalists

Press accreditation cards of 30 more journalists scrapped, The Business Standard, 5 November 2024,
herps: www.thsnews. net/bangladesh/press-accreditation-cards-30-more-journalists-scrapped-985316

Govt strips 118 more journos of accreditation, Dhaka Tribune, 11 November 2024, https://
www.dhakamibune.com/bansladesh 364880/ =ovt-strips-1 18-more-journos-of-accreditation

Human Rights Monitoring report AUGUST 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrio Foundarion (MSFE), 31
Angust 2024, herps://wwwemsf.org.bd /press release 1732.php

Tbid

Human Rights Situation Monitoring Beport Seprember 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrin Foundaton
(MSF), 30 September 2024 hrtps://www.msf.org.bd press_release 176.0.ph

Ibid

Human Rights Situation Monitoring Report October 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrid Foundation
(MSF), 31 October 2024, hrrps:/'www.msf.org.bd ‘press release 178.php

Journalists supportve of custed Bangladesh leader targeted with arrest, criminal cases, CI'T, 19
September 2024 https://cpj.org/2024 /09 journalists-supportive-of-custed-bangladesh-leader-targeted-
with-arrest-criminal-cases/

Bangladesh: B.SF condemns the outragecus charges of carimes against humanity brought against at
least 25 journalists, B.SE 30 August 2024, https://rsf.ors/en bansladesh-rsf-condemns-cutrasecus-
charges-crimes-against-humanity-bro t-azainst-least-25

Press accreditation cards of 20 journalists canceled, Dhaka Tribune, 29 October 2024, https://
www.dhakatribune.com, /bangladesh/363584 press-accreditation-cards-of- 20-journalists

Press accreditation cards of 30 more journalists scrapped, The Business Standard, 5 November 2024,
hitps: /wwrathsnews. net/ bansladesh ‘press-accreditation-cards-30-more-journalists-scrapped -985 316

Govt strips 118 more journos of acareditation, Dhaka Tribune, 11 November 2024, hups://
www.dhakamibune.com/bansladesh 364880/ =ovt-strips-1 18-more-journos-of-accreditation

Human Rights Monitoring report AUGUST 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrio Foundarion (MSFE), 31
Angust 2024, herps://wwwemsf.org.bd/press release 172.php

Tbid

Human Rights Situation Monitoring Beport Seprember 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrin Foundaton
(MSF), 30 September 2024 hrtps://'www.msf.org.bd/press release 176.0.php



100 DAYS OF DR YUNUS: MOEOCRACY IMPERILS BANGLADESH'S REFORMS )

2o

21

28

=4

zE

Ibid

Human Rights Siuation Monitoring Report October 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrio Foundaoon
(MSF), 31 October 2024 htrps://'www.msf.orz.bd press release 178.php

Journalists suppeortive of custed Bangladesh leader targeted with arrest, criminal cases, CIPT, 19
September 2024 hrrps://cpj.org/2024/09 journalists-supportive-of-custed-bangladesh-leader-targeted-
with-arrest-oriminal -cases)

Bangladesh: B.5F condemns the cutrageous charges of crimes against humanity brought against at
least 25 journalists, RSE 30 August 2024, htrps://rsf.org 'enbansladesh-rsf-condemns-outrageous-
charses-crimes-against-humanitv-brousht-azainst-leasc-25

Hasina, 7 journos sued for murder, The Daily Star, 25 August 2024 hetps://'www. thedailystar.net/
news/ bansladesh/crime-fustce /news hasina-7-journes-sued-murder-36853491

Human Rights Monitoring report AUGUST 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundaton (MSF), 31
Angust 2024, htrps:/www.msf.org.bd press release 172.php

Ibid

Human Rights Monitoring report AUGUST 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundaton (MSF), 31
Angust 2024, herps:/www.msf.org.bd, press release 172.php

Complaint lodged against 53 incuding Hasina, 28 journalists for inciting genocide, United News of
Bangladesh 29 August 2024 herps:/'unb.com.bd /category/Bangladesh/'complaint-lodged-against-53-
includins-hasina-28-journalists-for-incitins-senocide 141844

Crimes against humanity: Hasina, over two dozen journos sued in ICT case, The Daily Star, 29 August
2024, hoops://wowsthedailyerar ner/ news ‘bangladesh /crime-justice 'news crimes-against-humanicy-
hasina-over-owo-dozen-journos-sued-ict-case-3689551

Journalists suppeortive of custed Bangladesh leader targeted with arrest, criminal cases, CIPJ, 19
September 2024 https://cpj.org/2024/09 journalists-supportive-of-ousted-bangladesh-leader-targeted-
with-arrest-criminal-cases/

Ibid
Ibid
Shahriar Kabir placed on two-day remand in Jagabari murder case, The Business Standard, 20 October

2024, htrps:/swww.tbsnews.net/bangladesh shahriar-kabir-placed-two-dayv-remand -jatrabari-murder-
case-971386

109 including ex-info minister, 28 journcs sued, The Daily Star, 4 September 2024 horps://
www.thedailyvstar.net/ news, ‘bansladesh ‘aime-justce news, 1 09-indudins-ex-info-minister- 28 -journocs-
sued-3694531

Hasina, 25 journos sued for murder, The Daily Star, 13 September 2024, hetps:/www.thedailystarnet/

news, desh/crime-justice/ news, hasina-25-journos-sued-murder-3702016
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Human Rights Situation Monitoring Beport October 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrio Foundation
(MSF), 31 October 2024, https:/'www.msf.org.bd ‘press release 178.php

Journalist leader Pranab Barua shown arrested in four cases, The Business Standard, 23 Ocrober 2024,
htrps: [www.thsnews.net/bangladesh journalist-leader-pranab-barua-shown-arrested-four-cases-974376

Journalist arrested in Khagrachari, Dhaka Tribune, 25 Ocrober 2024, herps://www. dhakarribune. com,/
bangladesh/nation, 363166/ journalist-arrested-in-khagrachari

Govt strips 118 more journos of accreditation, Dhaka Tribune, 11 November 2024, https://
www.dhakamibune.com/bansladesh 364880/ =ovt-strips-1 18-more-journos-of-accreditation

Press accredirarion cards of 20 journalists canceled, Dhaka Tribune, 29 Octeber 2024, herps: [/
www.dhakambune.com/bansladesh/363 584 'press-acaeditatdon-cards-of-20-journalists

Press accreditation cards of 30 more journalists scrapped, The Business Standard, 5 November 2024,
https: /W thsnews. net bansladesh/press-accreditation-cards-30-more-journalists-scrapped-985316

Govt strips 118 more journos of accreditation, Dhaka Tribune, 11 November 2024 herps://
www.dhakawribune, com,/bangladesh/364880/ zovt-strips-118-more-journos-of-accreditation

Press accrediration cards of 20 journalists canceled, Dhaka Tribune, 29 October 2024, hrps://
www.dhakambune.com/bansladesh 363584 ‘press-acoreditation-cards-of- 20-journalists

Press accreditation cards of 30 more journalists scrapped, The Business Standard, 5 November 2024,
https: v thsnews.net bansladesh/press-accreditation-cards-30-more-journalists-scrapped-985 316

Ibid

Press accreditation of 118 more journos scrapped, risingbd.com, 11 November 2024, https://
www.risingbd.com 'english/national mews /108376

Sedition case filed against suspended Lalmonirhat magisirare in Khulna, Dhaka Tribune, 9 October
2024, https:/www.dhakatribune.com 'bangladesh/nation 361355 /case-of-sedition-filed-azainst-
EXECUVE

19 ncluding two from Iskcon accused in Chittagong sedition case, Dhaka Tribune, 31 October 2024,
hitps:/ Sarandhakamribune.com bansladesh 'naton 3637221 9-includine-two-from-iskcon-acoused -in-
chitrazong

Tbid

Total 187 cops absent from durties since Aug 1: PHQ, The Daily Star, 18 September 2024 herps://
www.thedzilvstar.net/ news bansladesh 'arime-justice news total-1 8 7-cops-absent-dudes-aus-1-phg-
3705196

Army given magistracy power, The Daily Star, 18 September 2024 htrps:/www.thedailvstar.net/news/
bangladesh/news /army-given-magistracy-power-3705246
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The urgent need to counter mob _]ustn:e Sagar Ear, Esita Afroj Sondhy, The Daily Star, 25 September
2024, htips:/www.thedailystar.net ‘opinion views news, the-urzent- -need-counter- mc:b—]ustlce -3711986

r

Bangladesh chief justice agrees to resign amid new student protests, Aljazeera, 10 Angust 2024 hrips:)
[wranwaljazeera.com/news,/ 2024 /8/10/ ladesh-chisf-justce-a -to-resign-amid-new-student-

protests

12 HC judges barred from judicial activities amid student protest, The Daily Star, 16 October 2024,
htrps://www.thedailystar.net/news bangladesh /news,12-he-judges-barred-judicial-activities-amid-
student-protest-3738901

All members of National Human Rights Commission of Bangladesh resign, Bdnews24.com, 07 Nov
2024, https:/bdnews24.com/banzladesh {73 1f0{Bdala

Human Righis Monitoring report August to Ocober 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrio Foundaton,
hirps:/wwwmsf.ore.bd/p reless.php

Mob justice goes against the spirit of the student movement, The Daily Star, 16 August 2024 https://
wwwsthedailystar.net/ opinion, views news 'mob-justice-soes-azainst-the-spirit-the-student-movement-
3678906

Army given magistracy power, The Daily Star, 18 September 2024, htrps:/www.thedailvstar.net news/
bangladesh /news ‘army-given-magistracy-power-3705246

“Conflicts In Bangladesh and Myanmar: The Threat To Eegional Peace And Security™, Rights and
Risks Analysis Group, 10 Ocrober 2024, htrp: /'www.rightsrisks.org/ wp-content uploads 202410/
ConflictsinMvyvanmarBangladesh. pdf

Mob justice goes against the spirit of the student movement, Maisha Islam Monamee, The Daily Star,
16 August 2024, hreps:'www.thedailystarnet 'opinion views /news/mob-justice-goes-against-the-
spirit-the-student-movement-3678206

Human Rights Monitoring report August to October 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskrio Foundaton,
hirps:/wwwmsf.ore.bd/p relese.php

BNP leader killed in attack on party’s vehicle convoy by Awami League activists in Gopalzan), Dhaka
Tribune, 13 September 2024, hops: [fwww.dhakarribune. com/bangladesh/nation/358377 'bnp-leader-
kalled-in-atrack-on-v el'ude—c-::nvcr} -byv

Nine AT. men among 12 killed in October: MSE Prothom Ale, 31 Ocrober 2024, htrps://
en. prothomalo. com/bangladesh politics vGem4nZes0

Awami League leader beaten to death in Lakshmipur, Dhaka Tribune, 23 September 2024 hreps://
www.dhakatribune.com/bansladesh natdon /359391 fawami-leasue-leader-beaten-to-death-in-
lakshmipur

Former JU Chhatra League leader beaten to death, Dhaka Tribune, 19 September 2024, https://
www.dhakamibune.com/bansladesh 'nation/358938 former-ju-chhatra-leasus-leader-beaten-to-death
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1% 8 JU students suspended over death of former student in mob lynching, Dhaka Tribune, 19 September
2024, https:/wwwdhakatribune.com bansladesh 'education/359051 /% C2%A08-ju-students-
suspended-over-death-of-former

%, Man beaten to death at DU hall guest room on suspicion of theft, Prothom Alo, 19 September 2024,

htrps://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime-and-law/@8z0vudzzr

*#, Youth lynched in Sabujbagh, Dhaka Tribune, 30 October 2024, herps://sww. dhakaribune. com/
bangladesh/dhaka/363657 youth-beaten-to-death-by-mob-in-sabujbagh

*#, 1,885 Weapons and 300,000 Founds of Ammunition Sdll Unrecovered, The Financial Post, 7
September, 2024 htps://thefinandalpostbd.com /main ‘article 3970

*2, Report: 5,818 weapons looted nationwide, 3 933 recovered, The Dhaka Tribune, ¥ September,
2024 herps:/www.dhakamibune.com bansladesh 357384 'police-report-3-81 8-weapons-looted-
natonwide

12, Bangladesh: 500 Inmates Escape District Jail As Anti-Gove Protests End With Sheikh Hasina's
Departure, News18, 6 August 2024 https: ['www.news18.com /world bangladesh-500-inmates-
escape-district-jail-as-crsis-ends-with-leader-sheikh-hasinas-exc-8991 500 himl

%, 43 rtop criminals, militants freed on bail since Aug 5. hetps:/)/ . ilysrar.ner/ news b
crime-justice/ news 43-top-criminals-militants-freed-bail-aug-5-3705401

*¥.  Ansarullah Bangla Team chief released on bail from Kashimur jail, The Dhaka Tribune, 26 August
2024, hrrps:/wwwdhakamribune.comy ' bansladesh 'nation3 561 66/ansarullah-bansla-team-chief-freed-
from-kashimur

2%, Fear of escalation in crime as top criminals freed from jail, The Prothom Alo, @ September 2024,
https:/en.prothomalo.com/bansladesh/'crime-and-law bp4drsp Lzt

2, Thid

e, Bangladesh interim government sets traﬂ in kﬂ.hngs dunng students’ movement, The Hindu 14 Emgust

%, Gowvt reconstitutes ICT, The Financial Express, 15 October 2024 hrrps: |/
rodawthefinancialexpress.com.bd last-page/zovt-reconstitutes-ict-1 728928173

*¥3, Imternational Crimes Tribunal to begin hearings on Thursday, Dhaka Tribune, 15 October 2024,
https:wanadhakatribune.com bansladesh 'court 3561957 international -crimes-tribunal-to-besin-
hearinss-on

¥, ICT Act amendment: Draft proposes banning political parties up to 10vrs, The Daily Star, 24
September 2024, hrtps: 'www.thedailvstar.net/news 'bansladesh 'news ict-act-amendment-drafi-
proposes-bannins-poligcal-pardes-10vrs-3710501
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Arrest warrant issued against Sheikh Hasina, Obaidul Quader among 45, Prothom Alo, 17 October
2024, htips://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh iiévind4on

Search committee to be formed soon to reconstiture EC, savs Bangladesh Chief Adviser Yumus, The
Indian Express, 20 October 2024 horps://indianexpress.com/article news-todav/bangladesh-elecrion-
commission-reconstitution-chief-adviser-yunus-9629016/

ICT chief prosecutor writes to IGP for Interpol red notice for Hasina, Dhaka Tribune, 12 November
2024, heps:/www.dhakatribune.com,bangladesh 364939 chief-prosecutor-writes-to-igp-for-interpol-
red

Ibid
ICT prosecution so far received 80 complaints over genocide, crimes against humanity, The Business

Standard, 4 November 2024, herps:/warw thenews. net/bangladesh/arimeict-prosecution-so-far-
received-80-complaints-over-senodde-crimes-asainst-humanioy

ENTP"s meet with interim govt: Boadmap for polls sought, The Daily Star, 5 October 2024, h@s:.-r-"
wwwsthedailystar.net/ news bansladesh 'news bnps-meet-interim-sovt-roadmap-polls-sousht-3720181

Ibid

Govt to bar AL from “political participation’, The Daily Star, 20 Ocrober 2024, hteps://
www.thedailyvstar.net/ news, ‘bansladesh ‘news'sovi-bar-al-polifical-pardcipation-3731591

Bangladesh Interim Govt To “Bar’ Awami League From TPolitical Participation’ In Fresh Elow To
Sheikh Hasina, News 18.com, 22 October 2024, hitps:/'wwwinews18.com/world bansladesh-interim-
sovi-to-bar-awami-leasue-from-polidcal-pardcpaton-in-fresh-blow-to-sheikh-hasina-9094161 . homnl

High Court rejects writ petition seeking ban on Aswami League, Prothom Alo, 1 Seprember 2024,
hirps://en. prothomalo.com, bansladesh local-news wafzsilo4l

ICT Act amendment: Draft proposes banning political parties up to 10yvrs, The Daily Star, 24
September 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh /news/ict-act-amendment-draft-
proposes-banning-peolitcal -parties-10yvrs-2710501

Internatonal Crimes Tribunal to begin hearings on Thursday, Dhaka Tribune, 15 October 2024,
htrps: /waw.dhakarribune. com 'bangladesh ‘court/361957 international -crimes-tribunal-to-begin-
hearings-on

“Ban all political acrivities of AL, 10 other parties’, The Daily Star, 29 October 2024, htrps://
www.thedailyvstar.net news, ‘bansladesh ‘polifics hews ‘ban-all-polidcal-actovides-al-10-other-partes-
3739266

Petitions against AT, 10 pardes withdrawn, The Daily Star, 30 October 2024, https://
wwwsthedailyvstar.netr news bansladesh news pettions-against-al-1 0-pardes-withdrawn-3739471

Bangladesh bans student wing of Sheikh Hasina’s party under anfi-terror law, The Times of India, 24
October 2024, herps://www.indiatodayin/world,story/bangladesh-sheikh-hasina-party-awami-league-
chhatra-league-ant-terror-law-2622108-2024-10-23
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The settlement of the plains people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 1s illegal as Arnicle 52 of the CHTS
1900 Begulanon brought by the British India prohibits settlement of outsiders. Article 52 of the CHT:
1900 Begulation relanng to Immigration into the Hill Tracts provides that

a) Save as hereinafier provided, no person other a Chakma, Mogh or a member of any hill oribe
indigencus to the Chirtagong Hill Tracts, the Lushai Hill, the Arakan Hill Tracts, or the Stare of
Tripura shall enter or reside within the Chitragong Hill Tracts unless he is in possession of a permit
granted by the Depury Commissioner at his discretion. ...

d} Mo permit shall be valid for more than twelve months from the date of its grant. Everv person
requ:.red by this rule to be in possession of a permit shall be bound to produce it on the demand of any
Government officer, headman, Farbari or Bazar Chaudhuri, and on his failure to produce such permit
such government officer, headm;m Earbari or Bazar Chaudhun shall arrest him and forward him
without delay to the nearest police cﬂicer or Magistrate.”

Life is not Ours”, B 52, The Report of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Commission, Mav 1991, hep://
wwwaiwela.org Twela files publications files/0129 Life is not ours 1-108.pdf

BEeport of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Bangladesh, No. A/HRC/55/13
dated 2 January 2024, hreps://undocs.orgHome/
Mobile:Fnal Symbol=A%2FHRC?*02F35%2F1 381 anguage= E&Device Type=Deslanpdd_ansR equested = False

‘Interim govt to decide its term, The Daily Star, 2 October 2024 ht'l:ps R, theclail'_'.'amr.net,-'hews,-’
bangladesh/ leleaC‘l.' news, interim- -govt-decide-its-term-3717261

Renewed Viclence in Chittagong Hill Tracrs: Bengali Sertlers Targer Indigenous Jumma Communites,
Cultural Survival, 24 September 2024, htrps:/wwwiculturalsurvival.org/news renewed-violence-
chittagong-hill-racts-bengali-sertlers-target-indigenous-jumma-ComMmunifes

Conflicts In Bangladesh and Myanmar: The Threat To Regional Peace And Security™, Rights and
Risks Analysis Group, 10 October 2024, hrep:/wwwerighisrisks, org wp-content uplc:ads 202410/
Con.fhctsml‘dnwunarBangladesh pdf

Amnesty International, 20 Seprember 2024, See htrps://x.com amnestysasia status/
18371149004753687092

Bangladesh: ME.G condemns renewed violence and hate speech against indigencus peoples, Minority
Group International, 24 September 2024 https://mincritvrights.org/bangladesh-mrg-condemns-
renewed-violence-and-hate-speech-azainst-indizenous-pecples/

Joint Statement: Call for Urgent Action on R.epeatecl Viclence in CHT, TWGIA, ATPP & CHT:
Commission , 8§ Ocrober 2024, https: /iwsla.org/'en/news /55 66-joint-statement-urgent-action-

repeated-viclence-cht.hrml

TN bodies urge govt o invire TN o investigate rights violations in CHT, The Daily Star, 15 Ocrober
2024 https e thedailvstar.net/ ‘news) "bangladesh news, un-bodies- -urge-govi-invite-un-investgare-
rights-violations- dlt—?:"ESD?fr

Khagrachari-Bangamati viclence inquiry committee visited Rangamati, The Daily Country Today, 30
September 2023, herps:/dailycountrytodavbd.com story/ khagrachari-rangamati-viclence-inquiry-
commitree-visited-ransamari,
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Probe body begins inquiry into recent CHT violence, The New Age, 20 September 2023, https://
www.newagebd.net/post/country/246496,probe-body-begins-inquiry-into-recent-cht-viclence

Bangladesh restricts tourism in southeastern hills amid unease calmness, The Indian Express, 7
October 2024, hetps://indianexpress.com/article/ news-today, bangladesh-restricts-tourism-in-
southeastern-hills-amid-unease-calmness-2607 248,

Bangladesh: Indigenous Buddhist will not celebrate Fatin Chibar Dan festival for security concerns,
The Borderlens, 6 October 2024, hrrps://www.borderlens.com,2024/10/06/pangladesh-indigencus-
buddhist-will-not-celebrate-karin-chibar-dan-fes ﬁn‘:al—for—security—conﬂenm_;’

Hrracks on Hindus in Bangladesh exaggerated’: Muhammad Yunus questions India, The Hindustan
Times, 053September 2024, hrtps:/www.hindustantimes.com, 'world-news /attacks-on-hindus-in-
bangladesh-exagzerated -muhammad-vunus-guestons-india- 101 725527725684 huml

Communal violence: 1068 houses and business establishments attacked, Prothom Alo, 12 September
2024, horps://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh '97 churmupe

Report: 2,010 incidents of communal violence occurred from August 4 to 20 in Bangladesh, Dhaka
Tribune, 20 September 2024 htips://'www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/359102/2-010-communal-
violence-reported-from-ausust-4-to

v

35 untoward incidents centring Durga Puja so far, The Dhaka Tribune, 12 October 2024, hrrps://
www.thedailystar.net/news, ‘bansladesh 'news/35-untoward-incidents-centring-durga-puja-so-far-
3725496

Hindu temples in Bangladesh receive extortion threats ahead of Durga Puja, India Today, 25
September 2024, hrps://wwwindiatodayvin/world,story, bangladesh-durga-puja-hindu-temples-
exrorton-threat-letrers-islamist-groups- 2606385-2024-02-25

At least 49 minority teachers forced to resign since Aug 5, The Dailv Star, 31 August 2024, hrps://
wwwsthedailyvstarnet news bansladesh/crime-justce /news least-49-minority-teachers-forced-resizn-
auz-3-3691011

Adviser: 252 trainee S]s discharged for viclations, not polidcal reasons, Dhaka Tribune, 22 October
2024, horps:/fwrwwdhakarribune . com/bangladesh/sovernment-affairs 362743 adviser-25 2 -rainee-sis-
dis -for

‘Breach of disapline’: 252 mrainee SIs dismissed month before graduation, The Daily Star, 23 October
2024, hetps:/www.thedailvstar.net/news bangladesh /news 'breach-discipline-252-trainee-sis-dismissed-
month-graduation-3733511

The verified list of the dismissed 5Is belonging to the Hindu religious minorites is available with the
RB AG and can be shared if required.

Communal violence: 1068 houses and business establishments attacked, Prothom Alo, 12 September
2024 hrrps://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh /97 chinmupe

Report: 2,010 incidents of communal violence ocourred from August 4 to 20 in Bangladesh, Dhaka
Tribune, 20 September 2024 htps:/'www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/359102/2-010-communal-
violence-reported-from-ausust-4-to
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35 untoward incddents centring Durga Puja so far, The Dhaka Tribune, 12 October 2024, https://
wwwsthedailystar.net news ‘bansladesh 'news 3 5-untoward-incdents-centrins-dursa-puja-so-far-
3725496

Hindu temples in Ba:nglaclesh receive extorton threats ahead of Durga Puja, India Today, 25
September 2024 hrtps: / ! adesh-d ja-hindu-o
extorton-threat-letters-islamist-groups- -2606385-2024-09-25
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‘Deplorable... systemaric pattern of desecratdon” India condemns attacks on Hindu temples in
Bangladesh, The Indian Express, 12 October 2024, hreps://indianexpress.com,/article/india 'mea-hindu-
temples-deities-attack-bangladesh-961703 0f

Bangladesh: Madrasa student caught after vandalising three Hindu temples, savs he did it after seeing
rumours of India causing floeds in the country, Oplndia, 25 August 2024, htrps:/'www.opindia.com/
202408 'bansladesh-madrasa-student-vandalised-3-hindu-temples-over-rumours-of-india-causing-
floods-in-the-counoy/

19 induding two from Iskcon accused in Chittagong sedirion case, Dhaka Tribune, 31 Ocrober 2024,
hirps:/wwrandhakamibune.com/bansladesh/'naton,/363722/1 9-includine-owo-from-lskcon-acoused-in-
chirtagong

Tbid

Bangladesl:u forces -:'_ra-r_k down on Hindus in Cl’uttagcvng after post sparks unrest, India Today, 7

/ferrwnindiatodayvin’ / adesh-security-forces-artack-hindus-
dutmgong dashe,s sc:u:lal media-post-iskcon-video- ﬂral 2622424-2024-11-07

Bangladeshi forces crack down on Hindus in Chittagong after post sparks unrest, India Today, 7
November 2024 htrps:/wwwsindizrodavin world story bansladesh-security-forces-attack-hindus-
chittazong-clashes-socal-media-post-iskcon-video-viral- 26294 24-2024-11-07

At least 49 minority teachers forced to remgn since Aug 5, The Daily Star, 31 August 2024, ht '_-E
wwwsthedailvstarnet/ news bansgladesh/crime-justice nerﬂs“least 4%-minontv-teachers-forced-resizn-

auz-5-3691011

Adviser: 232 mainee 51s discharged for viclatons, not polifical reasons, Dhaka Tribune, 22 Qcrober
2024, heeps:wwwdhakaribune.com bangladesh/ sovernment-affairs (362743 (adviser-25 2-rainee-sis-
discharged-for

‘Breach of discipline’: 252 trainee 5Is dismissed month before graduation, The Daily Star, 23 Ocrober
2024 hrtps:/www.thedailvstar.net news ladesh news breach-discipline-25 2-trainee-sis-dismissed-
month-graduation-3733511

The verified list of the dismissed 5Is belonging to the Hindu religious minorites is available with the
R R AG and can be shared if required.

Human Rights Monitoring report August to October 2024, Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation,
hitps:/wwarwmsf.ore.bd/p relese.php

CS5A case filed in Chittagong over Quran insult, defamation of Prof Tunus, Dhaka Tribune, 24
September 2024, hops:/www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh /court/359590) csa-case-filed-in-
chittagong-over-quran-insult
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CSA getting scrapped, The Daily Star, 8 November 2024 https://www.thedailystar.net/ news/
bangladesh news/csa-getting-scrapped-3747111

OHCHBE. Fact-Finding Team on Bangladesh (FFTB), hrtps://www.ohchr.org/en hr-bodies hre/ffi-
Bangladesh/
indexs : ~ et = A% 20the % 2 Dinvitation % 200f% 20the Tuly?e20m0% 201 5% 20 August?6 202024,

Election after all necessary reforms: Adviser Nahid Islam, Prothom Alo, 4 November 2024, heeps: [/
en.prothomalo.com bangladesh/government 3a8jnjr2vw

Yunus: Elections will follow reforms, The Dhaka, Tribune, 14 November 2024, hrtps://
www.dhakawribune.com,/bangladesh) foreizn-affairs/365109 vunus-tells-afp-elections-will-follow-reforms

Tunus: Government to establish commissions for reforming six kev secrors, Bangla Cudoolk, 11
September 2024 hrrps://en.banglacutdook.crg/news,/ 234703

9-member constitutional reform commission formed with student representative Mahfuz Alam,
BEDnews24.com, 8 October 2024, https://bdnews24.com,/bangladesh/bebd 71dcdeea

Govt forms 4 more commissions, The Daily Star, 18 October 2024, hreps://www.thedailvstarnet/news/
bangladesh news/govt-forms-4-more-commissions-3730196

Reform commissions: Less women, no members of the religious minority, Prothom Alo, 24 Ocrober
2024, horps://en.prothomalo.combangladesh/chmkf7 7raé

Bangladesh’s public administration reform commission gets 3 more members, New Age Bangladesh, 25
October 2024, hoeps://www.newagebd.net/post/countrv/248628 bangladeshs-public-administration-
reform-commission-gets-3-more-members

9-member constitution reform commission announced, Dhaka Tribune, 7 October 2024 hetps://
wiww.dhakatribune.com,/bangladesh/361122,/9-member-constitution-reform-commission-announced

UM High Commissioner for Human Baghts Volker Turk concludes official visit to Bangladesh,
OHCHE,, 30 October 2024, https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2024/10/un-high-
commuissioner-human-rights-velker-nurk-concludes-cofficial

Calls to make Bangladesh constimution reform body inclusive, UCAN News, 28 Ocrober 2024, hrrps://
wwwucanews.com, news calls-to-make-bangladesh-constirution-reform-body-inclusive 106839

Justice Zubaver leads EC search committee, The Daily Star, 30 October 2024, heps: [/

www.thedailystar.net/news ‘bangladesh)/elections news, justice-zubavyer-leads-ac-search-commitree-
3739301
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fRals  Website: www.rightsrisks.org

The Rights & Risks Analysis Group (RRAG) is an independent think-tank based in
New Delhi. It conducts risks analysis to prevent violations

of human rights and fundamental freedoms with a specific focus

on the threats to the rule of law and democracy. It provides early warnings on
impending conflicts and analysis of policies and programmes of the
State and non-5State actors contributing to the proliferation or perpetuation
of conflicts. Its special focus remains to change the
current narrative on counter-terrorism.

The RRAG believes that risks to rights
can be addressed through effective engagement with the stakeholders
and independent and incisive analysis of the issues and situations
for their effective interventions for the prevention of
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
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